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Three confirmed cases of 





COVID-19 in Belchertown 


Health Director 
brings context 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff Writer 


BELCHERTOWN -— As the 
number of cases of COVID-19 
grow in the state, the town joins 
the list of confirmed cases, and 


this is just the beginning. 

There were three confirmed 
cases as of Monday, March 30, 
and eight people quarantined, 
Belchertown Public Health 
Director Judy Metcalf said these 
local COVID-19 cases need to be 
put into context. 

The Health Department is noti- 
fied through the Massachusetts 
Virtual Epidemiologic Network 


(MAVEN) about twice a day, 
according to Metcalf. 

However, the number of cases 
provides important information 
to the local health department, 
Metcalf said the numbers are a 
piece part of a larger picture. 

Focusing on the number of 


See CASES, page 11 - 
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Eastern Hampshire District Court in Belchertown is among the state’s courts continuing to operate on an emergency-only basis. 


GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 
Staff Writer 


REGION - By now, the entire 
region is aware of the many clo- 
sures and restrictions thanks to 
the COVID-19 pandemic and the 
recommendations to avoid one 
another, social distance and to 
stay at home. 

But one thing that has not been 
as clear to many individuals is 
how to access a modified court 
system while the state of emer- 
gency is in effect. 

Springfield District Court, 
located on the Robert E. Ireland 
Courthouse, was closed on 
March 16 and 17 to allow for 
deep cleaning of the courthouse. 
The court and its outlying small- 
er courts serve most of Hampden 
County. On Friday, March 20, 


“Courthouses will be closed to the public 
except to conduct emergency hearings 
that cannot be resolved through a 
videoconference or telephonic hearing.” 


it was announced a court officer 
in the superior court had tested 
positive for coronavirus, and the 
court was closed for a week. It 
re-opened on Monday, March 30. 

But “re-opened” is a loose 
term, and the Hampden County 
District Attorney is operating 
with limited staff in person at 
the courthouse. Judges in all the 
courts are on a rotation as well to 
limit their exposure to the public. 

The courts are closed through 
at least April 6, and that clo- 
sure could extend further with 


Call Surner 
and ask for our 
PINK truck 
to make your 
next delivery. 
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a 
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President Donald Trump’s recent 
declaration that social distancing 
continue through April 30. 

According to a message from 
the Supreme Judicial Court, 
court appearances are limited to 
“emergency matters.” 

“Courts will be closed to the 
public March 18, 2020 until at 
least April 6, 2020. The only 
matters that will be heard in-per- 
son in Massachusetts state court- 
houses are emergency matters 
that cannot be held by videocon- 
ference or telephone,’ according 


Surner Heating has partnered with the 
Susan G. Koman Foundation to support all 
those whom have been touched by 
Breast Cancer. 


to the Mass.gov website. “Each 
of the seven Trial Court depart- 
ments will define emergency 
matters for their departments. 

“Courthouses will be closed 
to the public except to conduct 
emergency hearings that cannot 
be resolved through a videocon- 
ference or telephonic hearing. 
Clerk’s offices shall remain open 
to the public to accept pleadings 
and other documents in emergen- 
cy matters only.” 

Some judges have held hear- 
ings for issues such as restraining 
orders. However, any non-emer- 
gency issues have been deferred 
or “continued” by the court. 

All jury trials are also being 
continued. 

“All trials in both criminal 


See COURTS, page 13 


HEATING CO., INC. 


BELCHERTOWN 


School 
Committee 


discusses 
COVID-19, 
SOA 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff Writer 


BELCHERTOWN - In its first 
digital meeting as a board last 
Tuesday, the Belchertown School 
Committee discussed as much 
as it could, given the changing 
landscape of the COVID-19 pan- 
demic. 

The committee discussed the 
district’s next steps dealing with 
the COVID-19 pandemic as well 
as the Student Opportunity Act. 

The meeting marked week two 
of the statewide school closures 
and the following day, Governor 
Charlie Baker extended that clo- 
sure until May 4. 

In the meeting, Superintendent 
Brian Cameron explained that 
they would need to be a shift 
from educational enrichment to 
online education. 

“The state commissioner (of 
elementary and secondary edu- 
cation) was very clear that these 
three weeks were enrichments, 
keeping learning alive through 
enrichment activities. However, 
he wanted us to start develop- 
ing a plan should we go beyond 
April 7,’ Cameron said. “I can 
tell you that today, from our 
leadership meeting, we will be 
sending out a message to all fam- 
ilies if there 1s anyone who has 
internet but doesn’t have access 


See SCHOOL, page 13 
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turtles 
We would love to give 


you or your kids a fun 
little project each week. 


Starting this week we will be hiding 
TURLEY (the turtle) our new mascot 
within the paper. Have fun and count how 
many times you find Turley. 
Email your results along with your name, 
town and turtle count from 
what paper to sentinel@turley.com. 
We will post your name and count in the 
following weeks paper. 
Correct answers will be submitted for a monthly 
drawing and a chance to win a prize. 


Follow Turley on (o) @TurleytheTurtle 
Turley the turtle is sponsored by 


Kimberly Allen 


Team.com 


11 North Main Street, Belchertown 
413-213-1500 © 413-221-4885 


www.KimberlyAllenTeam.com 
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TURLEY PUBLICATIONS (/W 






Professionals 


The Sentinel 


OBITUARY POLICY 


Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries. 

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place. 

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $120, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 





Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 
















COMMITTED TO 





— COMMUNITY 


Coronavirus presents changing 
landscape for news coverage 


To Our Readers, 


As towns, schools and clubs continue 
to assess the threat posed by coronavirus, 
many are making the decision to cancel 
or postpone their public events, often 
with little notice. 

The Sentinel will inform readers about 
cancelations when known and when the 
newspaper’s weekly deadline will permit, 


but readers should be aware of the possi- 
bility that events featured in the printed 
newspaper, including those previewed 
in stories, briefs and on the calendar 
page, may be canceled without enough 
notice to print an update. The Sentinel 
encourages readers to contact event coor- 
dinators and organizers to confirm that 
gatherings are still taking place before 
attending. 


Texting program keeps families 
connected during pandemic 


SPRINGFIELD—With the closures of 
schools and early education centers as a 
result of the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
413families texting program and its part- 
ners are utilizing its platform to reach fam- 
ilies with young children to provide texts 
with important information, free resources 
and activities and gift card giveaways for 
families. 

Recognizing that schools are closed and 
families are together at home, with many 
parents serving as teachers for their chil- 
dren, the program provides important, time- 
ly information with two to three text mes- 
sages per week, such as free meal sites in 
Springfield and Holyoke, as well as free 
educational activities that families can do 
together at home. 

413families also engages with its opt- 
ins through interactive giveaway texts. For 
example, a recent text asked family to share 
a photo of how they are learning at home, 
for a chance to win a Big Y gift card. 

The 413families community texting pro- 
gram, which launched in 2016, now has 
3,700 local families opted-in, the majority 
of whom are Springfield residents. In 2018, 
413families expanded to Holyoke. 

The campaign is a collaboration 
among seven community organizations: 
the Reading Success by 4th Grade initia- 
tive, convener of the program; Springfield 
City Library; Springfield Museums; Home 
City Families/Springfield Public Schools; 


WGBY Public Television; Baystate New 
Beginnings; and the Holyoke Early Literacy 
Initiative (HELI). 

Throughout the year, 413families sends 
two to three messages per week that include 
reading and parenting tips as well as infor- 
mation about events and giveaways, includ- 
ing free tickets to community events, book- 
store gift cards, and Pride Stores gift cards. 

Those who opt-in to the 413families tex- 
ting program have the option to receive 
messages in English or Spanish. To receive 
messages in English, simply text the 
keyword 413families to 313131; and to 
receive messages in Spanish, text the key- 
word 413familias to 313131. To receive 
Holyoke-specific messages, text 413fami- 
liesH to 313131; and for Holyoke messages 
in Spanish, 413familiasH to 313131. 

Examples of recent texts include: 

(413families) We’re here to help our 
413families find important resources during 
these difficult times. FREE breakfast/lunch 
grab-n-go meals are available for any stu- 
dent 18 years & under Monday-Friday from 
11 a.m. to | p.m. until school resumes. 
Click here for locations: https://tapit.us/ 
vWNYd 

(413families) Show us a fun way your 
family is learning @home! REPLY with a 
photo (or text) for a chance to win a Big Y 
gift card! Ideas: https://tapit.us/BdrMC 

For more information or to opt-in online, 
visit www.41 3families.com. 
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NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertis- 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in- 
sertion, nor will be li- 
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 





Survival Center cuts back hours of operation 


INDIAN ORCHARD - In order to keep The Center’s Emergency Pantry provides 


OUR COMMUNITY 


In light of the recent Coronavirus outbreak, we 
have taken many measures to help the families 
we serve. While keeping our funeral homes safe 
and clean Is important, it is equally important to 
find creative solutions for families who cannot 


meet with us in person. 


As many of our community members are 
beginning to limit their time in public spaces, 
we are making changes to help every family 


a make arrangements and gather from wherever 
_— they feel safest and most comfortable. We are 


staff and clients safe, as well as to comply 
with the orders of Gov. Charlie Baker, the 
Community Survival Center announced it 
will continue to operate but at a reduced 
schedule. 

The Emergency Food Pantry will be open 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:30 a.m. to 
3 p.m. and Fridays from 9:30 a.m. to noon. 
Clients will be served on the Cedar Street 
side of the building. 

At this time, no one but staff will be 
allowed to enter the building and bagged 
groceries will be delivered to each client. 
The Thrift Shop and Fill a Bag programs will 
remain closed. 


bagged groceries, up to six times a year, 
to low-income households from Ludlow, 
Wilbraham and Hampden, as well as the 
Indian Orchard, Sixteen Acres, and Pine 
Point areas of Springfield. Senior clients may 
reside anywhere in Hampden County and 
visit the Pantry each month. Families enrolled 
in the Preschool Program also visit the Pantry 
every month to collect 20 breakfast, lunch, 
and snack items for their children who are not 
yet enrolled in school. 

The Community Survival Center is located 
at 240 Main St. in Indian Orchard. For more 
information or to make donations call 543- 
3930 or visit communitysurvivalcenter.org. 


Nesco SALES": 


“We make it easy tor you!” Paap Asda ort 


for Over 30 Years 


e Licensed Auto Damage Appraiser e Registered Repair Shop RS 1688 
¢ Collision Specialists e Free Estimates 


WE HANDLE ALL INSURANCE CLAIMS 
91 STATE STREET, BONDSVILLE, MA Pee S ebeay eo 
283-6403 ¢ FAX: 283-6414  igie | 


NEWS & FEATURES 


prepared to help you make arrangements 
online, via video call or over the phone. We 
can even live stream memorial services for 
family members that cannot attend. 


We will make any changes necessary to 
accommodate your family — today and always. 
We are here for you 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week. If you have any questions, call us today at 
413-283-9061. 




















As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all gen- 
eral news, personality profiles, and community features 
that we know about. This includes all selectmen and 
school committee meetings as well as spot planning 
board, board of health, finance, and other town meetings 
determined by the issue’s relevance to our readers. There 
are the annual major community event features that 


we should always cover, but we are more than open to 
suggestions of other features to celebrate the fabric of 
our communities and their many interesting occupants. 
Our loyal advertisers provide funding for this paid staff 
coverage. 

For more information on news or community fea- 
tures for The Sentinel, please email sentinel@turley.com. 


BEERS & STORY 
FUNERAL HOMES & CREMATION SERVICE 


Palmer - Belchertown - South Hadley 
413-283-9061 BeersandStory.com 
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Project Bread stays on front lines 


DALTON ZBIERSKI 
Staff Writer 


REGION -— As intimidating 
as the coronavirus may be, it’s 
failed to deter Project Bread from 
pursuing the mission of feed- 
ing youths across the state. The 
anti-hunger nonprofit organiza- 
tion is valiantly working to ensure 
that children receive their daily 
dose of nutrition even as most of 
America comes to a halt. 

“School meals are a vital 
resource for many students, par- 
ticularly students who are lower 
income or who might not have 
reliable meals or access to food at 
home,” said “Chef Sam”  Icklan, 
Director of Project Bread’s Chefs 
in Schools program. 

“When we’re posed with a 
situation where schools will be 
closed for weeks on end, especial- 
ly at a time where people might 
be losing wages or employment 
and are unable to provide, we 
want to ensure that the nutrition 


that families have come to rely 
on through school meals is avail- 
able.” 

The team at Project Bread 
works closely with school 
districts throughout the 
Commonwealth regularly during 
the year. In response to the Covit- 
19 crisis, the group picked up 
the pace and is facilitating meal 
sites that enable families to safely 
acquire food. 

Icklan gives immense credit 
to the food service workers who 
have committed themselves to 
ensuring local youths are fed. He 
sent the highest praise their way. 

“Right now, they’re super- 
stars in my eyes; they’re really 
heroes. Those who are able to 
are showing up and stepping up,” 
said Icklan. “It’s an unprecedent- 
ed time that we’re living in right 
now, and I feel that these meals 
are even more important for the 
kids to ensure that they can con- 
tinue to have reliable access to 
food.” 


Over 330 meal sites are 
currently operational in the 
Commonwealth. Project Bread 
has created an online map that 
lists each site and can be viewed 
at ProjectBread.org. 

Icklan discussed anoth- 
er important resource, the Food 
Source hotline, which can be 
reached by dialing 1-800-645- 
8333. 

“It’s a toll-free number that 
is staffed by our Food Source 
Hotline counselors,” he said. 
“They help connect people to 
SNAP benefits, navigate that pro- 
cess and they help families and 
individuals connect with food 
access resources in their commu- 
nities. If organizations in their 
communities are offering a food 
pantry, a meal site or a food bank, 
the hotline can help people find 
that.” 

The hotline is available in 160 
different languages. An additional 
line is available for individuals 
who are hearing impaired; Project 


Bread designed the resource to 
be convenient for all those who 
use it. 

Icklan reiterated that a vast 
number of students rely schools 
to provide both breakfast 
and lunch each day; some dis- 
tricts even offer dinner. In these 
extraordinary times, action must 
be taken, and Project Bread has 
no plans of stopping. 

While the coronavirus has 
forced millions of people to stay 
at home and continues to leave its 
mark, the nonprofit continues to 
aid countless districts across the 
state to positively impact children 
in need. 

“Even as folks are work- 
ing from home and our office 
is closed, Project Bread contin- 
ues to be present and working to 
connect people with these vital 
resources. We’ll keep responding 
to each changing development as 
they come up,” said Icklan. 

Reach Dalton Zbierski at 
dzbierski@turley.com. 





Turley Bay 
Road Camper 
design contest 


Enjoy some comic relief while 
making your own design of the 
Bay Road Campground. The con- 
test is open to all ages. 

Rules: You can find a copy on 
Page 14 in the April 2 edition 
of the Belchertown Sentinel. To 
enter like our Facebook page the 
Sentinel — once on our page find 
our Bay Road Campground con- 
test post and comment with the 
finished picture with the hashtag 
#BayRoadCampground2020. 
Please include first name and age, 
one entry per person. 

No profanity or obscenity is 
allowed in the content of the 
design. 

Designs are due by April 23 and 
we'll announce the winners in the 
April 30 issue of the Belchertown 
Sentinel. 

The top three winners 
will receive a free Bay Road 
Campground 2020 t-shirt from 
New Age Design in Belchertown. 

We look forward to seeing cre- 
ative campground. 


State auditor asks towns to report early voting spending 


BOSTON -— After Bay State 
voters went to the polls to take 
part in early voting in the pres- 
idential primary election for 
the first time last month, State 
Auditor Suzanne M. Bump is ask- 
ing city and town clerks to pro- 
vide an accounting of unfunded, 
mandated costs related to that ser- 
vice. 

Bump will use this information 
to provide a formal certification 
of these costs to the legislature 
and ask it to allocate funds in a 


future supplemental budget to 
reimburse these communities. 
Bump is asking for responses 
from cities and towns by Monday, 
April 20. 

“Cities and towns spent hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars to 
make voting in the presidential 
primary easier and more con- 
venient. This is a good thing. 
However, with no process to reim- 
burse them, these communities 
could be stuck with a bill that 
should be covered by the state,” 


Bump said. “The legislature must 
allocate funds to reimburse these 
communities and remove uncer- 
tainty about future elections by 
establishing a permanent and 
predictable method to fund this 
important service.” 

In 2017, through her office’s 
Division of Local Mandates, 
Bump determined that parts of 
the early voting law are unfunded 
mandates on cities and towns and 
that the state should cover these 
costs. Her mandate determination 


Clapp Memorial Library updates 


BELCHERTOWN -— While the 
Clapp Memorial Library building 
is currently closed due to con- 
cerns about COVID-19, the digital 
library 1s open 24 hours a day. Now 
is the perfect opportunity to try 
out those resources, according to a 
press release from Library Director 
Sheila McCormick. 

During this period, library staff 
is working hard from home to 
continue to provide the commu- 
nity with as many virtual services 
as possible. The library is gaining 
access to new and expanded ser- 
vices on an almost daily basis, so 


it’s a great time to check out the 
Clapp Memorial Library Facebook 
page, where ideas and new infor- 
mation is posted daily. 

Some important information: 

All due dates on checked out 
materials have been updated to 
May 1. 

No fines will be assessed during 
this period. 

If a hold is waiting at the library, 
it will still be there when the build- 
ing reopens. 

Statewide delivery has been sus- 
pended. No items are being deliv- 
ered. 


For health safety reasons, the 
book drop is closed. Please keep 
materials at home. 

All library cards with an expi- 
ration date of February 16 through 
April 30 will be updated to a May 
1 expiration date. 

Wifi is still available outside the 
building. Please practice social dis- 
tancing while accessing the wifi 
(six-foot distance). Better yet, use 
it from the comfort of your car. 

New overdrive instant digital 
card! 

This card allows patrons with- 
out a library card to access the 


cited the requirements that munic- 
ipalities establish an early voting 


polling location that has sufficient 


staffing and privacy for voters as 
the factors driving the conclusion. 

Since the early voting law 
was passed in 2014, the state has 
failed to establish a permanent 
and consistent method to fund 
communities’ expenses to provide 
this service. Instead, it has relied 
on a series of reimbursements in 
supplemental budgets passed after 
the 2016 and 2018 elections to 


CWMARS Overdrive collection 
through June 2020. 

Overdrive is the collection of 
downloadable ebooks, magazines 
and audiobooks. It can be accessed 
through the Library website at 
www.clapplibrary.org. 

Click on the e-Library link at the 
top of the homepage to explore a 
variety of digital offerings. 

Have technology issues or ques- 
tions about accessing the e-Li- 
brary? Email clapp@cwmars.org 
for assistance. 

Updates will be posted at www. 
clapplibrary.org. 


retroactively re1mburse communi- 
ties for their mandated expenses. 
Following a cost certification by 
Bump’s office, in the 2018 gen- 
eral election, communities were 
reimbursed $1,144,156.22 for 
mandated early voting expenses. 

Bump has worked with Rep. 
Steven Ultrino and Rep. Brad 
Jones to pass legislation that 
would establish a permanent 
method to fund mandated munic- 
ipal costs associated with early 
voting. 
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45 North Main Street 
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Breanna Benoit 
413-544-3719 
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413-210-5016 


200 Triangle Street, Amherst 
238 Bridge Street, Northampton 
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413-221-5230 
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413-330-8232 
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THE BEST FRESH 
FOR SPRING! 


Beautifull Bloonning 
Spring Bulbs 


Colorful Tulips 
_ Sunny Daffodils & 
Fragrant Hyacinths 


“ 6-inch pots $6.99 each 
2°12 


Beautiful 
White Easter Lilies 


“% Easter Egg Mums 
ae Pretty Smiling 
uf \® Pansies and Violas 


Fill Your Easter Basket 


Handmade Chocolate Bunnies 
Milk, White and Dark 


Gourmet Jelly Beans 
Jelly Bean Filled Carrots ~% 


Tempting Assortment -= 
ofEasterCandy ©“ \ 


Vermont “Nut Free” Chocolate & Candy 

















ar 


— 





From Randall's Kitchen 
for Easter 
Randall’s Quiche 8 Varieties 
Hot Cross Buns, Cider Donuts 
Fresh Baked Pies 


Fruit Pies & Cream Plies 


Fresh Fruit Salad 
Fresh Fruit Platters 
Boars Head Sweet Slice Hams 







Full Selection 
of Fresh Fruits 
& Vegetables 


Gluten Free Foods 
Pies & Desserts 
Elsie’s Creamery 


Homemade ice Cream 
Half Gallons 


, Large Selection 

of Domestic, 
Imported and 

\<s Local Craft Beer 


Domestic & Imported Wines 


Curbside Pick Up Available 


For Spring Plants and Groceries 
~ 24 hour notice ~ 
Email: orders@randallsfarm.net 
Or call 413-589-7071 


ALWAYS FRESH AT 





7 





631 CENTER ST. Route 21 Mass Tpke Exit 7 
LUDLOW e 589-7071 © www.randallisfarm.net 


OPEN EVERY DAY AT 7AM 
Find us on Beene and Youlfi3 








NEPR, WGBY and WGBH partner 
to provide learning for children 


SPRINGFIELD — With schools 
across the state closed in response to 
the COVID-19 virus, New England 
Public Media, the new alliance of 
NEPR and WGBY in Springfield, 
and WGBH in Boston are partnering 
with the Massachusetts Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education 
to provide distance learning opportu- 
nities on broadcast television, ensur- 
ing students continue to have access 
to educational programs regardless of 
their access to broadband internet. 

“Our goal with this partnership is 
to assist in the ongoing education of 
Massachusetts students and provide 
them with as much continuity as pos- 
sible while schools remain closed,” 
said Martin Miller, president of New 
England Public Media. 

New England Public Media and 
WGBH Boston will leverage their pub- 
lic media TV broadcast channels to 
reach teachers, students and caregivers 
across the commonwealth, including 
English language learners. Students at 
home in western New England will be 
able to tune in to tte WGBY WORLD 
Channel starting Monday, March 23, 
from noon to 5 p.m., Monday through 
Friday. The programming is being 
finalized. WGBY WORLD is a 24/7 
channel that offers news and documen- 
taries, and is now shifting some of its 
schedule to meet this urgent need. 

WGBY WORLD is broadcast 


over-the-air on channel 57.2 and on 
Comcast 209. Spectrum carries it in 
the Pioneer Valley on 181 and in the 
Berkshires on 1275. Younger children 
can tune into WGBY for age-appro- 
priate educational programming from 
6 am. to 5p.m. and WGBY Kids 24/7. 
WGBY Kids is also available to stream 
at WGBY.org. 

“WGBH’s long standing work with 
educators and the station’s experience 
with children’s programming make 
their work with DESE a natural part- 
nership,” Elementary and Secondary 
Education Commissioner Jeffrey C. 
Riley said. “Their willingness to part- 
ner with us in providing supplemental 
educational resources to students and 
educators during these unprecedented 
times is admirable.” 

The new broadcast programming 
is in addition to three other useful 
resources from: 

PBS LearningMedia, a free online 
service of thousands of compelling 
educational resources. Aligned to 
state standards and contextualized for 
educational use in grades PreK-12, 
resources include videos, comprehen- 
sive lessons, interactive activities, and 
support materials across subjects. 

The newly launched WGBH 
Distance Learning Center (wgbh. 
org/distancelearning), makes these 
PBS LearningMedia resources more 
accessible to families, as well as edu- 


cators, to support students PreK-12. 
The portal offers curated resources by 
grade and subject for use by students 
in remote learning situations, allow- 
ing them to self-pace and self-monitor 
their learning. Educators are also able 
to assign certain lessons and resourc- 
es through Google Classroom and the 
PBS Learning Media assignment fea- 
tures. 

PBS Parents (www.pbs.org/parents) 
is a trusted source for information on 
child development, early learning and 
expert tips on raising children. It pro- 
vides educational kids activities and 
fun games for toddlers, preschoolers 
and children of all ages inspired by 
favorite PBS KIDS programs. Parents 
can sign up for a new weekday PBS 
Parents newsletter that is geared 
toward helping families whose chil- 
dren are at home amid coronavirus 
concerns. 

“New England Public Media’s edu- 
cation team is deeply committed to 
serving educators, parents and children 
throughout western Massachusetts,” 
said Vanessa Pabon-Hernandez, senior 
director of educational engagement 
and executive producer of Presencia 
for NEPM. “While we can’t be in 
schools as we normally would right 
now, we are glad to be able to provide 
these resources virtually, and continue 
to support our community.” 





Tips offered for talking with kids about COVID-19 


SPRINGFIELD — Keep it simple. 
Stick to the facts. 

That’s the word when it comes to 
calming a child’s fears about what 
they are hearing about the novel coro- 
navirus pandemic. 

“Concern over coronavirus COVID- 
19 can make children and families 
anxious. Acknowledging some level of 
concern, without panicking, is appro- 
priate and can result in taking actions 
that reduce the risk of illness,” said Dr. 
Bruce Waslick, chief of child psychia- 
try at Baystate Health. 

“Helping children cope with anx- 
iety and stress requires being atten- 
tive to the child’s emotional needs as 
much as providing accurate prevention 
information and facts without causing 
undue alarm,’ he added. 

Waslick noted that it is important to 
remember that children look to adults 
for guidance on how to react to stress- 
ful events. 

“If parents seem overly wor- 
ried, children’s anxiety may rise to 
the point of being unhealthy. Parents 
should reassure children that health 


and school officials are working hard 
to ensure that people throughout the 
country stay healthy,’ Waslick said. 

However, children also need factual, 
age-appropriate information about the 
potential seriousness of disease risk 
and concrete instruction about how 
to avoid infection and the spread of 
disease. 

“Teaching children positive coping 
measures, talking with them about 
their fears and giving them a sense of 
some control over their risk of infec- 
tion can help reduce anxiety,” said 
Waslick. 

Consider the following: 

e Remain calm and reassuring: 
Children will react to and follow your 
verbal and nonverbal reactions. What 
you say and do about COVID-19, 
current prevention efforts, and related 
events can either increase or decrease 
your children’s anxiety. Let your chil- 
dren talk about their feelings and help 
reframe their concerns into the appro- 
priate perspective. 

e Make yourself available: Children 
may need extra attention from you and 


may want to talk about their concerns, 
fears, and questions. It is important 
that they know they have someone 
who will listen to them — make time 
for them. Tell them you love them and 
give them plenty of affection. 

e Monitor television viewing and 
social media: Limit television view- 
ing or access to sensational informa- 
tion on the Internet and through social 
media. Try to avoid watching or listen- 
ing to information that might be upset- 
ting when your children are present. 

e Engage your child in games or 
other interesting activities. 

e Maintain a normal routine to the 
extent possible. 

¢ Be honest and accurate: In the 
absence of factual information, chil- 
dren often imagine situations far 
worse than reality. Don’t ignore their 
concerns, but rather explain that at 
the present moment very few people in 
this country are sick with COVID-19. 

For more information, visit bay- 
statehealth.org/covid19. 
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i POLICE LOGS 


Belchertown Police 


Editor’s note: The following are brief 
explanations of select entries in the 
Belchertown Police log and arrests for the 
weeks of March 11 through March 17. The 
information was provided by a member of 
the police department based on the review 
of the detailed log summary. This feature 
is designed to provide context and explana- 
tion to some of the calls police respond to 
every day. Of the 362 calls police respond- 
ed to, there were 15 incidents, 1 accident, 2 
arrest/summons and 21 citations. 


ARRESTS/SUMMONS 


Wednesday, March 11 

8:06 a.m. - Detective Robert Mann 
invested a theft of a dirt bike at a resi- 
dence sometime overnight. Officer Dennis 
Fitzgerald spoke with the homeowner who 
reported the dirt bike was missing from 
the shed it was stored in and the door was 
open. It appeared that the padlock was 
bend and pried off. The homeowner told 
the officer that the dirt bike was advertised 
on Facebook marketplace and they made 
contact with someone and gave them their 
address. A short time after, it was found 
that similar incidents occurred in Deerfield. 

On March 5, Springfield located the sto- 
len Deerfield bike. Then there was theft in 
Dedham. 

Belchertown Police were contacted by a 
detective from another agency who made 
contact with the suspect in these cases. 

Based on Detective Mann’s investiga- 
tion, 20-year-old Mattapan man summoned 
to court for larceny of a motor vehicle and 
breaking and entering during the nighttime 
for a felony. 


Thursday, March 12 

6:20 a.m. — Officer Andrew Letendre 
was conducting traffic enforcement on Bay 
Road when a vehicle drove by travelling 50 
miles per hour in 35 miles per hour zone. 
Letendre activated a radar read out of 54 
miles per hour. The officer made contact 
with the operator of the vehicle and asked 
the driver for their driving license. The 
driver handed him an ID card and said he 
was working to get his license. 

A 29-year-old Springfield man was 
issued a summons for operating a motor 


vehicle without a license and speeding. 


ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS 
Thursday, March 12 

9:32 a.m. — Officer Valerie Austin 
and Sergeant Steven Henn responded to 
a Mill Valley Road residence to assist 
Belchertown Fire Department and para- 
medics. 

7:23 p.m. — A one car motor vehicle 
accident occurred on Jabish Street when 
a dog ran into the roadway. The driver 
reported they didn’t see the dog and struck 
it with the vehicle. 


Saturday, March 14 

7:23 p.m. — Officer Ed Oey respond- 
ed to the report of dirt bike accident on 
Gulf Road. On scene, the party reported 
serious injuries and was transported to a 
Baystate hospital. Officer Oey requested 
contact with Massachusetts Environmental 
Police. The Environmental Police reported 
they would conduct an investigation of the 
nature of the accident. 


Sunday, March 15 

12:22 p.m. — Officer Steve Rose spoke 
with an Old Bay Road resident concern- 
ing a report of credit card fraud. The res- 
ident said someone purchased item from 
Alabama from their account. 

1:37 p.m. — Officers Steve Rose and 
Dennis Fitzgerald dispatched to Pine Valley 
Plantation for a report of a racoon in dis- 
tress. Animal control responded on scene 
found the racoon suffered from head injury 
and was euthanized. 

3:49 p.m. — Officer Rob Ivey speaking 
with Barton Avenue residents concerning a 
bank account that was opened under their 
name contacted the bank. Account was 
closed. 


Monday, March 16 

7:37 a.m. — Officer Dennis Fitzgerald 
responded to Hickory Hill for a report of a 
motor vehicle crash at their residence. He 
spoke with a resident who noticed a mail- 
box was damaged during the night prior. 
The officer went to the area and found clear 
plastic consistent with pieces of a car lens. 
The bend in the mailbox appeared to be 
caused by a vehicle. 

9:08 a.m. — Officer Valerie Austin spoke 
with a Summit Street resident concerning 
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an identity fraud notice. The resident said 
the document claimed they weren’t paying 
a tariff on something and they don’t owe 
any money. 

2:08 p.m. — Officer Dennis Fitzgerald 
responded to North Main Street for a report 
of a bike found in the area. The bike was 
taken and placed into evidence for safe 
keeping. 

2:37 p.m. — Officer Dennis Fitzgerald 
spoke with a North Main Street resident 
who said They got letter from a credit 
card company for application denied for 
fraudulent information. The resident said 
they never applied for new card and has 
an ongoing problem with someone who 
is trying to open an account using their 
name. The information was forwarded to a 
detective. 

6:08 p.m. — Office Matthew Menard dis- 
patched to a Mill Valley Road residence 
for a possible burglary. Menard met with 
a resident who said when they returned 
home, they found drawers disheveled in the 
kitchen and bedroom. There was nothing 
missing except for one particular item. No 
other evidence was found, and the case was 
forwarded to a detective. Detective Robert 
Mann spoke with the resident on March 20, 
checked with the pawn shop database to 
see if the item was pawned. The investiga- 
tion is ongoing. 


Tuesday, March 17 

12:05 a.m. — Officer Andrew Letendre 
responded to a State Street residence and 
spoke with the occupant about a stolen 
mountain bike. There are no suspects at this 
time. 

5:10 p.m. — Officer Matthew Menard 
spoke with a Bay Road resident concerning 
credit card fraud. The resident received 
a bill for a card he never applied for in 
Bronx, New York. 

11:25 p.m. — Officer Jared LaValle 
and Sgt. Michael Beaupre responded 
to Cold Spring Road residence to assist 
Belchertown Fire Department and para- 
medics. 


Granby Police 


Editor’s Note: The Granby Police 
Department responded to 109 calls for 
the week of March 20 through March 26. 
Those arrested are presumed innocent until 


proven guilty in a court of law. All infor- 
mation is provided by the Granby Police 
Department. 


ARRESTS/SUMMONS 


Monday, March 23 
10:35 p.m. — George Carvalho- 
Gendreau, 37, of 54 Beaudry Ave, 
Chicopee, was arrested on charges of oper- 
ation under the influence of alcohol. 


Wednesday, March 25 
6:36 p.m. — Devon Damours, 34, of 33 
Pleasant Street, Granby, was arrested on 
charges operation under the influence of 
alcohol. 


ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS 


Friday, March 20 
2:31 p.m. — An Accident occurred at the 
inter section of Carver Street and Lyons 
Street. Officers responded to investigate 
the accident. It was reported the operator 
lost control of their vehicle and drove off 
roadway. 


Saturday, March 21 
12:48 p.m. — Officers responded to a 
report of vandalism at East Street. The 
Officers investigated vandalism done to 
the resident’s vehicle. 


Monday, March 23 

4:45 p.m. — Officers investigated motor 
vehicle accident on Lyman Street. Officers 
reported the operator lost control of their 
vehicle and drove off the roadway. 

6:43 p.m. — Officers investigated motor 
vehicle accident on Amherst Road. Officers 
reported the operator lost control of their 
vehicle and struck a tree. Injuries were 
reported. 

10:13 p.m. — Officers responded on 
scene of an accident on Ferry Hill Road. 
Officers reported the operator drove off of 
the roadway. 


Thursday, March 26 
8:28 a.m. — Officers investigate theft 
from a residence on South Street. Officers 
report the incident is still under investiga- 
tion. 
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— OPINION 


EDITORIAL 


Dear readers 
and residents, 


s the new editor of | 
the Belchertown | * 
Sentinel, I'd like to | & , 


formally introduce myself, 
tell you a little about myself 
and invite you to send me 
story ideas, feedback and 
letters. 

Originally from Ware, I 
attended Framingham State 
University where I studied Mele Rourdce 
English and photography. L oe _ 
During that time, I joined 
the school’s independent student newspaper, The 
Gatepost. For two summers, I also interned with 
another Turley publication, the Ware River News. 

After I graduated, I was hired as the staff writer 
for the Ware River News and the Quaboag Current, 
where I got to write about my hometown. Most 
recently, I worked for the Greenfield Recorder cover- 
ing Montague, Gill, Erving and Greenfield as well as 
other Franklin County towns. In the past four years, 
I learned about the creation of strong newspapers, 
the teams that make them and their importance to the 
community. 

Two things keep me in this field — the first 1s the 
ability to learn something new every day. This job is 
perfect for a curious person like me. 

The second is how unpredictable and wonderful 
this job can be — I never know what to expect when 
I walk through the door. 

As someone who is passionate about community 
journalism, I have always enjoyed covering these 
unique places in western Massachusetts. Although no 
two towns are the same, these are the communities 
that band together when the going gets tough and I 
have already seen that already in my short time as 
editor. 

When I’m not social distancing, I can be found 
reading in a coffee shop, taking photos and attending 
concerts. 

Now, I want to hear from you — what stories do 
you want to see in these pages? Are there issues 
you’re concerned about, community leaders you 
think deserve recognition, or future events you’re 
excited to attend? Feel free to reach out at Sentinel @ 
turley.com. 














AT CONID-19 MASSES 
YEARNING TO 
BREATHE FREELY... 





LETTER 


Dear Belchertown residents, 


Now that Belchertown has had a chance 
to implement some effective strategies 
across town services for reducing the 
spread of COVID-19, it’s an appropriate 
time to offer ways that you specifically as 
an individual or family can help out too. 


#1. Be Kind. Be kind to the clerks and 
cashiers in the stores, banks, gas stations, 
etc. These workers are essential to all of us. 
Don’t go to a store if you have symptoms. 
Maintain social distancing. Don’t complain 
about shortages, they are all trying the best 
they can. There is no need to add additional 
stress to those around you. 

#2. Comply with bans gathering and 
non-essential worker bans. Don’t con- 
gregate with non-household members at 
home or public places. All town and school 
buildings are closed to the public. Jessica’s 
Boundless playground is closed as 
well. Essential services remain open and 
the Police and Fire Departments remain 
available to assist with emergencies. 

#3. Please stop over buying. There is not 
a shortage of food or household goods in 
this country. Over 80 percent is produced 


in the United States. There is a disruption 
in our supply chain because of excessive 
buying. 

People need to recognize that our elders 
on a fixed income and our working-class 
neighbors who live paycheck to paycheck 
just don’t have the financial luxury of 
excessive buying and stockpiling. Please 
leave some on the shelves for others. 

If you are under isolation or quarantine 
orders from the Board of Health office or 
your medical provider, follow the rules! 

Recognize that many folks are under a 
lot of extra stress right now. Take addition- 
al care at home to be kinder or just get a 
little extra space for yourself from family 
members when needed. 

Take time to enjoy the outdoors where 
possible. Just remember to keep good 
social distancing (at least six feet apart) 
when encountering other people. 

We’re in this together, folks. Let’s do our 
best job possible. 

We'll provide regular updates as the 
overall situation evolves, thanks for your 
patience. 


Respectfully, 
Your Selectboard 


Garden space worthy of personalizing 


Turley 
Publications 
Letiers fo the 
Editor Policy 


Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words 
or less in length. No 
unsigned or anony- 
mous opinions will be 
published. We require 
letter writers to include 
his or her town of res- 
idence and home tele- 
phone number. We must 
authenticate authorship 
prior to publication. 
We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions deemed 
to be libelous or con- 
tain unsubstantiated 
allegations, personal 
attacks, defamation of 
character and offensive 
language. All unknown 
or alleged facts and 
quotations offered 
by the author need to 
cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Sentinel Editor Melina 
Bourdeau, 24 Water St., 
Palmer, MA 01069 or 
via email to sentinel @ 
turley.com. The dead- 
line for submissions is 
Friday at 5 p.m. 


The Sentinel! is published 
every Thursday by Turley 
Publications, Inc., 24 Water 
St., Palmer, Mass. 01069. 
Telephone (413) 283-8393, Fax 
(413) 289-1977. 


PATRICK H. TURLEY 
CEO 


KEITH TURLEY 
President 


EDITOR 
Melina Bourdeau 
sentine/@turley.com 


ADVERTISING SALES 
Maureen McGarrett Hall 
mmcegarrett@turley.com 


garden as I do planting it! With the amount 

of statuary, bird baths, sun dials and metal 
work seen popping up at nurseries and 
garden centers these days I know I 
am not alone. What is your personal 
fancy? Perhaps you decorate your veg- 
etable or flower gardens for functional 
reasons or maybe to add a formal flair 
to your landscape. Still some of you 
may choose an outdoor venue to let 
your whimsical side shine through. 
Whatever the case may be, garden art 
is the rage. What better time than now 
to dream about our outdoor spaces? 

Who would have thought that the 
lowly scarecrow, born from the rag 
pile, would rise to such high esteem to claim a 
space in suburban gardens? Not surprising, con- 
sidering our love of all things folksy. Some of us 
still fashion scarecrows for the reason they were 
intended: to keep critters out of the vegetable 
patch. To be most effective they should move 
about the garden. My dad had an ingenious idea 
for making the scarecrow portable. Fabricate 
the base to which the clothes are attached out of 
piping (metal or PVC) rather than wood. Then, 


| have almost as much fun accessorizing my 





N THE 


GARDEN 





Roberta McQuaid 


in several garden hot spots bang rebar or wooden 
dowels into the ground. The scarecrow can now 
be moved easily by slipping its base over the 
rebar or dowel. 

Many of us prefer to lure wildlife, 
namely birds and butterflies, to our 
gardens by providing them with attrac- 
tive housing and a source of fresh 
water. For birdhouses to be function- 
al insure they have a sloped roof to 
shed water, a perch or other area of 
traction near the entrance hole, and a 
removable wall or roof for easy clean- 
ing. Birdbaths are commonly made 
of ceramic, terra cotta or stone. More 
shallow baths are made for butterflies, 
usually with a raised sipping station 
in the center of the basin. Give each a good 
scrub under fresh water daily to prevent bacterial 
growth and algae build up. 

One way to achieve a formal look in your 
garden is to include some statuary. These days 
it need not be expensive, either. Many garden 
centers now carry nice (and lightweight!) pieces 
made out of resin. 

Take into consideration the symbolic meanings 
attached to many of our favorite figurines before 


making your selection. Linda Joan Smith’s book 
entitled “Garden Ornament” offers these sug- 
gestions: The acorn stands for life and fertility, 
whereas an urn with its lid means death and 
mourning. A statue of man’s best friend is no 
doubt a symbol of fidelity and acts as guardian 
of the garden. Doves mean love and constancy, 
and cherubs are a sure sign of divine wisdom. 
Don’t forget St. Fiacre, he is the patron saint of 
gardeners! 

Sundials add a timeless formality to our gar- 
dens. Did you know that sundials have been 
made since the 16th century? I imagine it was 
long before that, however, that man began plan- 
ning his day by the shadows of the sun. Sundial 
time and our “clock time” are exactly the same 
only four days out of the year: April 15, June 15, 
Sept. 1 and Dec. 24. The easiest way to accurate- 
ly set your sundial is to hope for sun on any of 
those days and position it to read standard time. 
Sundials aren’t corrected for daylight savings! 

There have been lots of posts lately geared at 
keeping the kids busy during their sojourn from 
school. I saw some whimsical painted stones 
that looked cute enough to try ourselves. Cactus, 
ladybug or frog’? Which will we attempt to repli- 
cate? 
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— GRANBY 


Dollar General now open 


STAFF REPORT 


GRANBY -— Dollar General announces 
its store at 176 West State Street in Granby 
1S NOW open. 

A grand opening community celebration 
is expected to be announced at a later date. 

The store is expected to employ approx- 
imately six to 10 people, depending on the 
need. Dollar General also continues to hire 
new full and part time employees across 
its store, distribution and private fleet net- 
works. 

Dollar General stores are proud to pro- 
vide area residents with a convenient store 
to purchase household essentials including 
food, cleaning supplies, paper products, 
over-the-counter medicines, hygiene prod- 
ucts, baby items and more through its mis- 
sion of Serving Others. With approximate- 
ly 75 percent of the American population 
within five miles of a Dollar General, the 


Company is committed to remaining open 
and in-stock to provide customers and com- 
munities with an affordable and convenient 
retail option during these unprecedented 
times. 

Normal hours of operation may be found 
online here or through the Dollar General 
app. 

As of March 17, 2020, stores are clos- 
ing one hour earlier to allow employees to 
clean and re-stock shelves. 

Dollar General provides employees with 
competitive wages and benefits that includ- 
ing day-one telemedicine, health insur- 
ance coverage options, 401K savings and 
retirement plans, tuition reimbursement, 
world-class and award-winning training and 
development programs, Dollar General’s 
Employee Assistance Foundation, paid 
parental leave, adoption assistance and 
more. Interested candidates can review and 
apply for available positions online. 


GPD announces sign-ups for camp 


STAFF REPORT 


GRANBY -— The Granby Police 
Department is now accepting applications 
for the 2020 Granby Police Basketball 
Camps. The 2020 sessions will run 
Monday, August 3 through Friday, 
August 7 for grades 6 tolO and Monday, 
August 10 through Friday, August 14 
for grades 3 to 6. Camp 
sessions are held from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. daily. 
Sixth graders may attend 
either session. 

For more informa- 
tion regarding the camps 
please contact Officer 
Zack Gilley by emailing 
zgilley @ granbypd.org 
or contact the Granby 
Police Station at 413- 


467-9222. Applications for the camp are 
available at the police station, or via the 
department’s website at www.granbypd. 
org under the “downloads” tab on the 
homepage. Grades are as of Sept. 2020 
and the camp fee is $80 with discounts 
available for multiple family members. 
No child will be denied enrollment due to 
financial hardship. 





¢e GCAM 


Program schedules for Channel 12 
air in two-week cycles. The following 
programs have been listed for the week 


of March 30. 


Monday, April 6 
7 a.m. — Yoga for Health 
8 a.m. — Open Mic Poetry 
10 a.m. —A Quilter’s Touch 
11:30 a.m. — New England Authors 
12 p.m. — Smart Boating 
12:30 p.m. — Eat Well, Be Happy 
1:30 p.m. — GJSHS Health Fair 
2:30 p.m. —The Garage 
3 p.m. — Abelvision 
4 p.m. — 250th Fall Barn Dance 
2017 
6 p.m. — Yoga for Health 
7 p.m. —Eat Well, Be Happy 
8 p.m. — Open Mic Poetry 
9 p.m. — A Quilter’s Touch 


Tuesday, April 7 
7 a.m. — Seniors on the Move 
8 a.m. — Alivelihood 
8:30 a.m. — Fast Forward 
10 a.m. —Walk in the Garden 
11 a.m. — Tracing Your Family 
Roots 
11:30 a.m. — Ask Dog Lady 
12 p.m. — Songspeak 
1 p.m. — Summer Concert 
4 p.m. — Fast Forward 
5 p.m. — Alivelihood 
5:30 p.m. — Tracing Your Family 
Roots 
6 p.m. — Ask Dog Lady 
7 p.m. — Songspeak 
8 p.m. — The Granby Journal 
9 p.m. — Flight School 


Wednesday, April 8 
7 a.m. — The Garage 
7:30 a.m. — Paint w/Kevin 
8:30 a.m. — Smart Boating 
9 a.m. —Eat Well, Be Happy 
10:30 a.m. — Hollywood Makeover 
11 a.m. — Hollywood Makeover 
11:30 a.m. Cinemaniacs 
12:30 p.m. — Healthy Bones & 
Balance 


Schedule/ Shows e 


7 p.m. — Ask Dog Lady 

7:30 p.m. — Tracing Your Family 
Roots 

9 p.m. — E-Sports Match 


Friday, April 3 and April 10 
7 a.m. —Conversations with George 
9 a.m. — Healthy Bones & Balance 
11:30 a.m. — Flight School 
1 p.m. —Eat Well, Be Happy 
3 p.m. — Men Who Cook 2019 
4 p.m. — Healthy Bones & Balance 
6 p.m. — A Quilter’s Touch 
7 p.m. — Paint w/Kevin 
8 p.m. — Conversations with George 
10 p.m. — Local Rock 


Saturday, April 4 and 11 


7 a.m. — Yoga for Health 
7:30 a.m. — The Garage 

8:30 a.m. — Open Mic Poetry 
9:30 a.m. — Flight School 

10 a.m. — Abelvision 

10:30 a.m. —Fast Forward 
11:30 a.m. — Granby Journal 
12:30 p.m. — Tracing Your Family 
Roots 

1:30 p.m. — Tech Throwback 
2:30 p.m. — Ask Dog Lady 

3 p.m. — Library Event 

5 p.m. — Library Event 

8 p.m. — Songspeak 

9 p.m. — Ask Dog Lady 

10 p.m. — Creature Features 


Sunday, April 5 and April 12 
7 a.m. — Seniors on the Move 
8 a.m. — Open Mic Poetry 
10 a.m. — Healthy Bones & Balance 
12 p.m. - GCAM Retro 
2 p.m. - GCAM Retro 
3:30 p.m. — In the Garden w/ Liz 
4:30 p.m. — Paint w/ Kevin 
5 p.m. Healthy Bones & Balance 
6 p.m. — Smart Boating 
6:30 p.m. — Ask Dog Lady 
7 p.m. — Fast Forward 
7:30 p.m. — New England Authors 
8 p.m. — Cinemaniacs 
9 p.m. — Tech Throwback 
10 p.m. — Fast Forward 


2 p.m. — Healthy bones and balance 
7 p.m. Healthy bones and balance 


Thursday, April 2 and April 9 
State and local meetings all day 

10 a.m. — Healthy bones and bal- 
ance 

e | p.m. — Healthy bones and balance 


Friday, April 3 and April 10 
7 a.m. — School Committee 
11 am. — GJSHS Health Fair 
12:00 p.m.- Healthy bones and 
balance 
e 2 p.m. — Granby Rams E-Sports 
Match 
3 p.m. — School Committee 
7 p.m. — GJSHS Health Fair 
8 p.m. — Healthy bones and balance 


Saturday, April 4 
7 a.m. — GJSHS Health Fair 
8 a.m. — Healthy bones and balance 
¢ 10 a.m.— Granby Rams E-Sports 
Match 
11 a.m. — School Committee 
3 p.m. — GJSHS Health Fair 
4 p.m. — Healthy bones and balance 
5 p.m. — School Committee 
9 p.m. — Granby Rams E-Sports 
Match 


Sunday, April 5 
7 a.m. — Healthy bones and balance 
e 9a.m.— Granby Rams E-Sports 
Match 
10 a.m. — School Committee 
2 p.m. — GJSHS Health Fair 
3 p.m. — Healthy bones and balance 
5 p.m. — Granby Rams E-Sports 
Match 
¢ 6 p.m. — School Committee 
10 p.m. — GJSHS Health Fair 
11 p.m. — Granby Rams E-Sports 
Match 


Granby Community Access & 
Media, Inc. is Granby’s Public Access 
Television Station, provided for by the 
current cable license. The GCAM studio 
is located at 121 West State St., Granby. 
GCAM Channels are Public Channel 
12 and Government and Education 
Channel 15. To view a full version of 


Thursday, April 2 and April 9 
7 a.m. —Tai Chi 
8 a.m. — Songspeak 
9 a.m. — Men Who Cook 2018 
9:30 a.m. — Yoga for Health 
10 a.m. — Abelvision 
11 a.m. — Cineamaniacs 
1 p.m. — Ask Dog Lady 
2 p.m. Magic Show 2017 
3:30 p.m. — New England Authors 
4 p.m. — Walk in the Garden 
5 p.m. — Open Mic Poetry 
6 p.m. — Fast Forward 


¢ 2:30 p.m. — Tech Throwback 11 p.m. — Sci-Fi Journal 

e 4 p.m. — Paint w/Kevin 

¢ 4:30 p.m. Cinemaniacs Program schedules for Channel 15 
e 5:30 p.m. Hollywood Makeover air in two-week cycles with the excep- 
¢ 6 p.m. — Hollywood Makeover tion of state and local meetings which 
¢ 6:30 p.m. — Eat Well, Be Happy will change periodically. The following 
e 7 p.m. — Tech Throwback programs have been listed for the week 
¢ 7:30 p.m. — Smart Boating of March 30. 

¢ 8 p.m. — Summer Concert 

¢ 10 p.m. — Sci-Fi Journal Monday, April 6 


¢ 8 a.m. — Healthy bones and balance 
e 2 p.m. — Healthy bones and balance 
e 7 p.m. — Healthy bones and balance 


State and local meetings all day 
e 10 a.m. — Healthy bones and bal- 
ance 
e 5 p.m. — Healthy bones and balance 


¢ Local meetings all day 
¢ 8 a.m. — Healthy bones and balance 


the schedule, please visit GCAM online 
at www.granbymedia.com. The schedule 
is subject to change and programing 
airs in two-week cycles. To watch select 
meetings and shows online, please visit 


the GCAM Youtube page and check out 


Local meetings all day 


the station’s Instagram page, @ gcamty. 
GCAM is an independent, non-profit 
organization, governed by a volunteer 
Board of Directors, run by a small staff, 
and available for use by residents of 


Granby, employees who work within the 


Tuesday, April 7 


town limits of Granby, and non-prof- 
it organizations that serve Granby, 
Massachusetts. If Granby residents 
have an idea for a program or would 
like to produce a show, please contact 


GCAM Program Coordinator Alex 


Wednesday, April 8 


LaMarche by emailing director@ gran- 
bymedia.com or call 413-467-1180. 
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DEATH NOTICES 


Waite, Leonard A. 

Died March 18, 2020 
Services will be held at a 
later date 

Beers & Story 

Funeral Home 
Belchertown 


Rosi, Anthony W. 

Died March 23, 3030 
Services will be held at a 
later date 

Beers & Story 

Funeral Home 
Belchertown 


Pollard, James L., Jr. 
Died March 25, 2020 
Services will be private 
Beers & Story 

Funeral Home 
Belchertown 


The Sentinel 


OBITUARY 
POLICY 





Turley Publications 


offers two types of 
obituaries. 


One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 


The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$120, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be 
submitted through a 
funeral home to: 
obits @ turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made 
only when the family 
provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid. 
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James L. Pollard, Jr. 


BELCHERTOWN - James 
(Jamie) Lewis Pollard, Jr. 
passed away March 25, 2020. 

Born February 15, 1970, he 
was the beloved son of James 
Pollard, Sr. and Nancy (Wilson) 
Pollard of Durham, North 
Carolina. He was a person who 
cherished family and all his 
friendships. 

He grew up in Durham, North 
Carolina and graduated from 
Charles E. Jordan High School, where he was a mem- 
ber of the high school chorus and played in the high 
school band. Being extremely talented as a musician, 
Jamie sang, played various instruments and also DJ’d 
for many years. His love of music has been inherited by 
his children who have begun to take after him with their 
individual participation in musical arts. 

Along with his musical talents, Jamie was an avid 
reader with a particular interest in biographies and auto- 
biographies of all of his favorite musicians as well as 
Stephen King novels. 

In his younger years, he was an active in the Boy 
Scouts and later became a volunteer firefighter for the 
Parkwood Fired Department in Durham, NC. Jamie was 
an enthusiastic fan of the North Carolina Tarheels with 
his all-time favorite color being “Carolina Blue!” 

He has lived in Belchertown, Massachusetts for 13 
years. 

In addition to his parents, his kind heart, silly and 
sometimes sarcastic sense of humor and warm smile, 
will be dearly missed by his wife, Rianne (Fitzgerald) 
Pollard, and their children: Isabella and Emmett. Jamie 
will also be missed by his sister, Melissa Rowland and 
her children: Michael, Julia, Benjamin and Andrew 
Rowland. He will also be missed by his father-in-law 
and mother-in-law: Kevin and Susan Fitzgerald, his 
extended family, and the many friends whose lives he 
has touched. 

A graveside service will be held at Quabbin Park 
Cemetery. In consideration of everyone’s health and 
wellbeing, services will be private at this time. Beers 
& Story Belchertown Funeral Home has been entrusted 
with the arrangements. 

To honor his memory, please consider donations 
to either the D’Amour Center for Cancer at Baystate 
Health, 3350 Main St, Springfield, MA 01107, or to 
benefit the Belchertown Band Boosters, “supporting 
music in our schools.” https://www.belchertownmusic. 
org/?fbclid=IwAR2uHY MggxhaPpghiaXuf5 15RM- 
trD_ARz2ySSvlcc8T-2EVHW6-aoK8mXiCo. 
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CUSTOM & TRADITIONAL DESIGNS 
Randalls Farm & Greenhouse 


631 Center Street, Ludlow 
589-7071 ~ www.randallsfarm.net 


The Library Loft 


Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer 


We are celebrating our 


20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 
Thanks to our wonderful ‘friends,’ volunteers and patrons. 


Hours: 


Tues. 1Oam- 4pm * Wed. 10am - 4pm Thurs. 10am - 4pm 
Fri. 1Oam-4pmm ° Sat. 10am - 4pm 


HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 


Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public 
Library or the Library Loft during open hours. 
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 
We accept books only in good, clean condition. 


For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100 
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Anthony W. Rossi 


BELCHERTOWN -— Anthony W. Rossi, 
89, passed away at home with 
the love of his family surround- 
ing him. Born Nov. 9, 1930 in 
Northampton, he was the son of 
Nicholas and Agnes (Gazzillo) 
Rossi. Anthony grew up and 
lived in Amherst until 1970. 
He proudly served his coun- 
try in the US Army during the 
Korean conflict and received a 
purple heart. For over 22 years, 
Tony worked as the manager 
at the University Horticultural 
Research Center in Belchertown. Enjoying 
the outdoors, Tony loved to hunt and bird 
watch. He was an avid reader and kept his 
mind sharp with the Sunday jumble, cross- 
word puzzles and cryptic message. He was 
also an enthusiastic New York Giants fan, 
always enjoying the game of football. Tony 
will be long remembered by his wife of 65 
years, Jeannette (Brodeur) as well as their 
children, Dianne and Kenneth Anastasi of 








Topsfield and Michael and Kathy Rossi 
of Belchertown. He also leaves 
his step grandson, Daniel Cronin 
and his wife, Kate, several nieces 
and nephews as well as his two 
sisters, Marcia Shumway and 
Rosemary Gorman and sister-in- 
law, Sandra Rossi. Anthony was 
predeceased by his two brothers, 
Richard and Donald Rossi. 

Due to the current state of 
affairs, services will be held 
at a later date. Beers & Story 
Belchertown Funeral Home has 
been entrusted with the arrangements. 

In lieu of flowers, kindly make dona- 
tions in his memory to the Richard 
Rossi Scholarship at Isenberg School of 
Management, University of Massachusetts 
Amherst, 121 Presidents Drive, Amherst, 
MA 01003. 

For details, please visit www.beersand- 
Story.com. 








Leonard A. Waite 


BELCHERTOWN — Leonard A. Waite, 
89, passed away peacefully at home with 
his loved ones beside him on March 18, 
2020. Born April 7, 1930 in Springfield, 
Massachusetts. 

Len was the son of Milton 
and Irene (Joubert) Waite. 
He graduated from West 
Springfield High School in 
1948, where he majored in 
agriculture and served as pres- 
ident of the Future Farmers of 
America. 

He proudly served his coun- 
try in the US Air Force during 
the Korean War, and after 
leaving the service lived in Windsor, 
Massachusetts, before moving to 
Belchertown in 1956. 

In 1957, he finished building the home 
that he has lived in and maintained for 
the past 63 years. Len worked at Titeflex 
Corporation, an aerospace manufactur- 
ing plant in Springfield, for more than 30 
years, serving first as a tube bender and 
later as a methods engineer. 

Throughout his years in Belchertown, 
Len turned his agricultural interests to 
growing and selling strawberries, blue- 
berries and assorted produce at his road- 
side stand and at various local Farmer’s 
Markets. 

After retirement, he devoted himself to 
building and managing a flourishing green- 
house business, selling annual and perenni- 
al flowers, along with vegetable and herb 
plants at his Bay Road business, Bay Path 
Gardens. He annually entered his flowers 
and produce into the Belchertown Fair, 
repeatedly winning numerous first place 
and grand prize ribbons. 

As recently as last summer, Len could 
still be seen working in his garden with joy, 
planting onions with his homemade hole 
punch and his cane, planting and hoeing 
potatoes, and picking his produce, which 
he generously shared with family and with 
all who visited. 

Other hobbies included a passionate love 
for hunting and fishing, expressing a great 
love for the natural world. For many years, 
he also participated in a candlepin bowling 
league at Ware, Massachusetts, bowling 
for a team sponsored by Gates Garage in 








A FULL SERVICE COMPANY 


Owner 

Mike McKenzie 
MA. Lic. #15648A 
Fully Insured 


OSHA 10 
Certified 


Office: 413-213-0770 


Email: btownelectric413@gmail.com 





Residential fle 
Commercial 





Belchertown. 

He was an avid fan of the Boston Red 
Sox, the New England Patriots, the Boston 
Celtics, and the Boston Bruins, reveling 
along with local fans as our 
regional teams won champion- 
ship after championship over the 
past 20 years. Len’s activities 
extended to the craftsmanship of 
woodworking, keeping a small 
woodworking shop, where he 
produced furniture, bird houses 
and feeders, and a wide variety 
of other items both for sale and 
as gifts for family and friends. 
Especially during the winter 
months, Len enjoyed building jigsaw puz- 
Zles, often gluing them and mounting them 
in handcrafted frames. In recent years, Len 
developed an avid love of books, read- 
ing more than 200 in the past five years 
or so. His talent for small engine repair 
allowed him to maintain his own automo- 
biles and equipment, and he was an inex- 
haustible reservoir of practical knowledge 
and advice for others. His hardworking 
spirit and endless ingenuity made him a 
true Mr. Fix-It. 

His love will forever remain with his 
devoted and loving wife of 66 years, 
Virginia (McGarrett), along with their chil- 
dren, Ronald of Belchertown, Laurie Waite 
and partner Michael Rhodes of Templeton, 
and Susan Waite and husband José Rubero 
of Belchertown. In 2014, Leonard was pre- 
deceased by his son Steven. He was also 
predeceased by his two brothers, Francis 
and Harold. Len’s three granddaughters, 
Jessica McKemmie, Sarah Rhodes and 
Briana Rubero will also cherish his mem- 
ory, as will numerous nieces, nephews and 
other extended family members and devot- 
ed friends. Len was a kind, gentle, wise, 
generous and genuinely good man, who 
will be deeply missed by all who knew and 
loved him. In consideration of everyone’s 
health and wellbeing, services will be held 
at a later date. 

Beers & Story Belchertown Funeral 
Home has been entrusted with the arrange- 
ments. To honor his memory, please con- 
sider donations to Hospice or a charity of 
your choice. For details, please visit www. 
beersandstory.com. 
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Local residents earn second academic 
honors from Clark University 


WORCESTER —The following local 
residents have been named to second 
honors on the Clark University Dean’s 
List. This selection marks outstanding 
academic achievement during the Fall 
2019 semester. 

Katherine E. McCarthy of Amherst, 
Grace V.R. Farnham of Belchertown 
and Georgianna M. Brown of Granby. 

To be eligible for second honors, 
students must have a grade point aver- 
age of 3.5 or higher, of a maximum of 
4.3 (all A+s). 

Founded in 1887, Clark University 
is a liberal arts-based research univer- 
sity that prepares its students to meet 
tomorrow’s most daunting challenges 


and embrace its greatest opportunities. 
Through 33 undergraduate majors, 
nearly 30 advanced degree programs, 
and nationally recognized communi- 
ty partnerships, Clark fuses rigorous 
scholarship with authentic world and 
workplace experiences that empow- 
er our learning community to pursue 
lives and careers of meaning and con- 
sequence. Clark’s academic depart- 
ments and institutes develop solutions 
to complex global problems across 
the disciplines, and the University 
addresses the behavioral health of 
adolescents and young adults through 
the Mosakowski Institute for Public 
Enterprise. 


Local residents earn first academic 
honors from Clark University 


WORCESTER -— The following 
local residents have been named to 
first honors on the Clark University 
Dean’s List. This selection marks 
outstanding academic achievement 
during the Fall 2019 semester. 

Benjamin M. Ryan of Amherst and 
Hattie C. Carolan of Belchertown. 

To be eligible for first honors, stu- 
dents must have a grade point average 
of 3.8 or higher, of a maximum of 4.3 
(all A+s). 

Founded in 1887, Clark University 
is a liberal arts-based research uni- 
versity that prepares its students to 
meet tomorrow’s most daunting chal- 
lenges and embrace its greatest oppor- 


tunities. Through 33 undergraduate 
majors, nearly 30 advanced degree 
programs, and nationally recognized 
community partnerships, Clark fuses 
rigorous scholarship with authentic 
world and workplace experiences that 
empower our learning community to 
pursue lives and careers of meaning 
and consequence. Clark’s academic 
departments and institutes develop 
solutions to complex global prob- 
lems across the disciplines, and the 
University addresses the behavioral 
health of adolescents and young adults 
through the Mosakowski Institute for 
Public Enterprise. 


HCC Foundation opens 
2020-21 scholarship season 


HOLYOKE — The Holyoke 
Community College Foundation is now 
accepting scholarship applications for the 
2020-2021 academic year. 

More than $200,000 in awards is avail- 
able for incoming, continuing and trans- 
ferring HCC students. 

The application deadline is Wednesday, 
April 8, 2020. 

Students must be currently enrolled 
at HCC or have been accepted for the 
upcoming academic year to be eligi- 
ble for scholarships, which are award- 
ed through the HCC Foundation, HCC’s 
nonprofit fundraising corporation. 

“Scholarships recognize academ- 
ic achievement, help students overcome 
financial barriers, and acknowledge that 
there is more than one path to a college 
degree,” said Amanda Sbriscia, vice 
president of Institutional Advancement 
and executive director of the HCC 
Foundation. “This is the best time of year 
for the HCC Foundation because scholar- 
ships help us fulfill our purpose to expand 
educational opportunities for HCC stu- 
dents. There is nothing more rewarding 


YOUR SAFETY 1S OUR SAFETY 


To All Emergency Responders, Essential 
Employees & Our Loyal Customers 


During these times please know we 
are here to help care for your pets. 


Pet Sitting, Dog 


and Overnights 


413.835.PETZ (7389) 
www.rileypetcare.com 
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— to us and to our donors.” 

Applicants need only fill out a single 
online form to be automatically matched 
with the scholarships they are most 
qualified to receive. There are scholar- 
ships for new students, current students 
and students transferring to other insti- 
tutions, scholarships based on financial 
need, scholarships for students in specific 
majors, scholarships for residents of cer- 
tain communities, and scholarships that 
recognize academic achievement. 

For the 2019-2020 academic year, the 
HCC Foundation awarded $223,000 in 
scholarships to 231 students. 

To begin the application process, 
please go to www.hcc.edu/scholarships. 

Questions should be directed to the 
HCC Foundation office at 413-552-2182 
or Donahue 170 on the HCC campus, 303 
Homestead Ave. 
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HCC to conduct classes remotely 
for remainder of spring semester 


HOLYOKE -— To help protect the health 
and well-being of its students, faculty and 
staff, Holyoke Community College will 
begin conducting all classes remotely for 
the remainder of the spring 2020 semester. 

The college had previously announced 
that it would extend spring break by one 
week while suspending in-person classes 
March 23 to March 27. 

HCC launched remote learning begin- 
ning Monday, March 30. 

HCC president Christina Royal sent out 
the following email messages to students, 
faculty and staff. 

“To further ensure the safety of our stu- 
dents, faculty and staff, and in response 
to public health obligations, HCC will be 
teaching and learning remotely for the 
remainder of the Spring 2020 semester, up 
to and possibly including finals,’ Royal 
wrote. “We know this is the right thing to 
do because we are committed to providing 
a safe environment for all who come to 
HCC.” 

Students are advised to check their email 
regularly and reach out with any questions 
at coronavirus @hcc.edu. 

Below are answers to a few, and you can 
find a FAQ and additional resources at hcc. 
edu/coronavirus. 


What will happen the week after Spring 
Break (Monday, March 23 through Friday, 
March 27)? 

Face to face, in-person classes are sus- 
pended for the week as faculty prepare new 
plans for teaching those courses remotely. 
Faculty will be in contact with the students 
in their courses about what to expect, and 
students, if you are feeling nervous or con- 
fused, do not hesitate to reach out to your 
instructors and advisor. Online courses will 
carry on as usual. 


When will HCC launch its remote learn- 
ing Classes? 

The College is prepared to launch remote 
learning beginning Monday, March 30. 


What platforms are faculty considering 
for their remote instruction? 

Faculty have quickly learned to apply 
the fundamentals of remote teaching and 
learning. For more information on what 
platforms they may choose to use in a 
remote learning setting such as Moodle, 
Zoom, WebEx, and Google Hangouts, visit 
the Academic Continuity Plan page on the 
HCC website. 


Will I be able to complete my academic 
requirements ? 

Department chairs and academic deans 
are working very hard to make sure that 
all students in all programs have options. 
It could be that in specific programs that 
require clinical, practicum, or other kinds 
of hands-on hours, students will need some 
extra time to complete those required hours 
and skills. Please know that we are work- 
ing on it and will be in constant communi- 


cation with affected students. 


How long will classes be held remotely? 

Classes will be remote for the remainder 
of the Spring 2020 semester, up to and 
including finals, if necessary. 


How will my professors teach things 
like labs, music, art and theater courses 
remotely ? 

See our answer to the above question 
about academic requirements. Our creative 
and resourceful faculty, with the help of 
our dedicated Information Technology 
staff and resources in HCC’s Center for 
Excellence, are working hard to create 
engaging educational experiences for all 
students. Our faculty will be in contact 
with you directly, via email, regarding 
plans to continue these courses remotely. 


What if I don’t have a computer or inter- 
net access? 

The Library has Wi-Fi hotspots and 
Google Chromebooks available for borrow- 
ing. HCC will also open the Library, DON 
142/144 computer labs, and other offices 
and spaces for limited hours. Click here for 
hours of operation. Please note that while 
your smartphone will help you connect 
with your classes and faculty remotely, 
your phone and/or data plan may limit your 
ability to fully engage in your courses. 
Both Comcast and Charter Spectrum are 
offering 60 days of free access to broad- 
band wi-fi and low-cost computers for 
qualifying households. Information can be 
found below: Charter free internet access 
Comcast free internet accessComcast low- 
cost resources 


What if I need help using the technology 
in my Classes (Moodle, Zoom, etc.)? 

Students can schedule one-on-one help 
by emailing Kris Wiemer at kwiemer@hcc. 
edu. In addition, online Moodle support is 
available here. 


When and/or how should I reach out to 
my advisor? 

We encourage students to reach out to 
your advisor via email, anytime, if you 
have any questions or concerns. 

I am feeling anxious. Who can I talk to? 

Please take advantage of the resources 
HCC provides to our students and their 
families. Our free WellConnect Student 
Assistance Program offers 24/7 phone and 
in-person mental health counseling, as 
well as health and wellness coaching, legal 
consultation and a variety of other ser- 
vices. You can find comprehensive infor- 
mation about their services, and directions 
on accessing WellConnect content online, 
at hcc.edu/wellconnect. They can also be 
reached at 866-640-4777 (voice/TTY). If 
you'd like to speak to someone at HCC, 
please reach out to the office of Student 
Affairs at 413-552-2231. 
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Solve the code to discover words related to customers. 


Each number corresponds to a letter. 
(Hint: 6 = e) 


25 20 21 9 26 4 


Clue: Gives financial support 


9 6 21 20 22 8 
Clue: Sale of goods 


25 18 9 5 11 20 24 6 


Clue: Buy something 


59 8 22 6 4 21 


Clue: Person using services of another 


CUSTOMER WORD SEARCH 
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WORD SCRAMBLE 


Rearrange the letters to spell 
something pertaining to customers. 


YLALO 


JUL 


[DKOT cAamsuy 


Guen Whe? 


| am an actor born in Germany on 
April 2, 1977. My parents relocated to 
the Republic of Ireland when | was two 
to open a restaurant. | eventually found 
my way into acting, and audiences 
were first introduced to me in “Band of 
Brothers.” I’ve made many other popular 
movies since then. 
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WORDS 


AGENT 
ATTENTION 
BUSINESS 
CONSISTENCY 
CUSTOMER 
ESCALATION 
ETIQUETTE 
EXPERIENCE 
FOLLOW-UP 
IMPACT 
IMPROVE 
LOYALTY 
MANAGEMENT 
METRICS 
PERCEPTION 
PERFORMANCE 
PRIORITY 
QUALITY 
REPEAT 
RESOLUTION 
SATISFACTION 
SERVICE 
SHOPPING 
SUPPORT 


ZHCHHANOOrTrKaAMANMVIWNSPHAC!2 
MEHOQQHATTAZMSBeSzZzRHnNNCHA 
HUHWADTODmAArOoOnmam=Zaz=amawnowv 
ANDOovVSBZSaAKOARASAADAMAAOmMZ AO 
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Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards. 












A Break 


ARIES — Mar 21/Apr 20 

Things are not always what they seem, 
Aries. Keep this in mind when dealing or 
working with people you have never met. 
It may take some time to figure things 
out. 

TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21 

Taurus, asking a bunch of questions may 
not unveil the answers you were hoping 
for. You may not be asking the right ques- 
tions. Keep forging ahead. 

GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21 

The ability to listen is an important skill, 
Gemini. This ability is especially valuable 
when others come to you for advice. Lis- 
ten intently and do your best to help. 
CANCER — Jun 22/Jul 22 

Cancer, even if things do not entirely 
make sense this week, you can glean 
certain bits of information here and there 
that can help you to paint the bigger 
picture. 

LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23 

Leo, imitation is the highest form of 
flattery. Keep a keen eye on someone you 
admire at work, and then try to mirror 
this person in your actions. 

VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22 

Virgo, certain responsibilities may seem 
like a drain on your time. But right now 
you are not seeing how even small tasks 
can add up to big results in the end. 
Remain patient. 

LIBRA — Sept 23/Oct 23 

Libra, certain battles cannot be won no 
matter how hard you try. Do not focus 
unnecessary energy on things that cannot 
be scaled. Direct your focus to more 
inportant projects. 

SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22 

A project you started may come to a 
screeching halt, Scorpio. This does not 
mean you should abandon it entirely. It 
just means you will have to take a brief 
hiatus and restart. 

SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/Dec 21 
Sagittarius, people naturally want to be 
around you, but sometimes you need to 
take a step back and focus on yourself. 
Clear your schedule for some personal 











-) Tse) ] T) 13 Websites for Kids cao tied 
SITE WEBSITE ADDRESS AUDIO CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20 
ef fe eff 7] | Storytime Online www.storylineonline.net Yes Spring is a time of new beginnings, Cap- 
Beat to Nie pea aRanEEeH th Vis ricorn. You may be presented with several 
Pf | 14]3 | 19/1) We Give Books wegivebooks.org No new opportunities. Travel, a new job or 
Starfall starfall.com Yes even expanding your family may be in 
2] Q _ Barnes& Noble barnesandnoble.com/u/online the cards. 
Storytime -storytime-books-toys/379003588/ Yes AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18 
| 16 ] TumbleBooks tumblebooks.com/tcpclibrary.org/ Aquarius, even if you do not have all the 
_ | | tumblebooks.htm Yes answers, you can take steps that address 
International Childrens . . many of the changes that have occurred 
Digital Library en.childrenslibrary.org/ No ; 
ry e _ ABCyal ae = in your life lately. 
PISCES —- Feb 19/Mar 20 
Stornynory www.storynory.com Yes a 
3 | Pf | | 16 National Geographic ngexplorer.cengage.com/ Channel your creativity into projects that 
Young Explorers ngyoungexplorer/index.html Yes let you express yourself, Pisces. Artwork, 
17] ef 2/5] — Oxford Owl www.oxfordowl.co.uk Yes writing and crafting are a few examples. 





"Be a rainbow 
when the skies are 
Cloudy!" The Kidz 
Club is sending 
some color and 
sunshine your way! 
We're thinking 

of all of you and 
wishing you smiles 
and love while we 
are all apart from 
our friends and 
teachers! 


HOME CENTERS 
Thue Yalue. 
Anything To Help. 
GRASS SEED e SOTL 
FERTILIZERS & MORE 


320 South Pleasant St., Amherst, MA 
413-253-3436 ¢ amherstfarmerssupply.com 


5 Convenient Locations 
Brattleboro, VT ¢ Amherst, MA 
Barre, MA ¢ Deerfield, MA ¢ Greenfield, MA 


VISIT US AT WWWLEADERHOME.COM 


Belchertown Kidz Club 
4 Stadler Streete Belchertown,MA 
(413)323-5439 
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— HEALTH & WELLNESS 


Blood donations needed more than ever during the pandemic 


Baystate Health moves 
its blood donor operation 
to Holyoke 


STAFF REPORT 


SPRINGFIELD — As President Donald 
Trump left the White House briefing room 
recently during a coronavirus update, 
someone shouted out “donate blood!” 

It was an important message. The need 
is so much that Massachusetts Gov. Charlie 
Baker included blood and platelet donors 
on his list of essential services issued 
recently. 

America faces a severe blood shortage 
during the coronavirus pandemic and the 
U.S. Surgeon General Jerome Adams is 
urging healthy individuals to donate blood 
as the crisis unfolds. 

Until further notice during the COVID- 
19 pandemic, Baystate Health is relocat- 
ing all blood and platelet donation to 361 
Whitney Ave. in Holyoke. 


Blood donations will take place daily, 
Monday through Sunday, from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Walk-ins are welcome, but appoint- 
ments are suggested and can be made by 
calling 413-794-4600. 

Platelet donations will also occur at 
Whitney Avenue, but are by appointment 
only at 413-794-4600. 

Additional protocols are being imple- 
mented during the coronavirus pandemic 
for the safety and health of donors, includ- 
ing: 

Prescreening donors 

Extra precautionary cleaning 

Spacing out donors to comply with 
social distancing and group gathering 
restrictions. 

All eligible donors will receive a ticket 
to Six Flags (for future use, valid through 
Jan. 3, 2021 and a gift card to Big Y or 
Dunkin. 

Please contact the Baystate Health Blood 
Donor Center at 413-794-4600 with ques- 
tions or to make an appointment. 


Further measures added 
to visitor policy in wake 
of coronavirus 


SPRINGFIELD — Baystate Health has 
announced an additional measure to its 
recently announced change in visitor policy 
as it continues to take preemptive mea- 
sures to protect the health and safety of its 
patients, the community and its healthcare 
workers. 

As of Saturday, March 28, there are no 
visitors in any of the Baystate hospitals. 

Baystate Health has modified the vis- 
itor policy related to labor and delivery. 
Effective immediately, a partner who 
attends a birth to remain with the patient 
until discharge, with the provision that the 
visitor not leave the patient’s room for any 
reason. The partner will be screened twice 
a day for signs of infection. 

Exceptions are as follows and are at the 
discretion of Baystate Health: 


One parent or guardian for a patient 
under the age of 18. 

One person at a time for a hospice or end 
of life patient. 

One clergy member for an end of life 
patient. 

One caretaker for a completely depend- 
ing patient. 

The policy is in effect at all Baystate 
Health hospitals, including Baystate 
Medical Center and Baystate Children’s 
Hospital in Springfield, Baystate Wing 
Hospital in Palmer, Baystate Franklin 
Medical Center in Greenfield and Baystate 
Noble Hospital in Westfield. 

Those meeting exceptions will be 
screened prior to visitation. 

Baystate Health’s visitation policing 
during this time is designed to reduce 
patient and employee exposure to illness. 

For more information on Baystate 
Health, visit baystatehealth.org. 





CASES : from page 1 


cases alone “provides a false sense of 
security,’ according to Metcalf. 

“They are helpful, but just because they 
appear to be a small number of cases, we 
need to take into consideration that a major- 
ity of cases (of COVID-19) are asymp- 
tomatic,” she said. “When you look at the 
state’s cases, they’re rising overall, and we 
need to prepare for that future.” 

While testing is becoming more widely 
available, there is still criteria on who will 
or will not be tested at the hospital or a very 
large medical practice.” Metcalf said. 

People may seek medical treatment for 
cold or flu symptoms and not be tested for 
COVID-19, according to a Quabbin Health 
District press release. If it is an actual visit, 
a rapid flu test may be performed. If in the 
health care professional’s opinion, a patient 


meets the criteria for COVID-19 symptoms, 
they will receive a clinician diagnosis. 

“As with any contagious respiratory dis- 
ease, and especially given the pandemic, the 
healthcare provider will advise their patient 
to stay home in isolation,” states the press 
release. “And keep themselves as much as 
possible from their household members who 
should also follow quarantine guidance.” 

Patients with positive lab-tested cases 
will be contacted by telephone by either 
the town’s Public Health Director or Public 
Health Nurse. 

“Additionally, residents who have had a 
test performed but pending results will also 
show up as suspect,” according to the press 
release. “If a resident of the Quabbin Health 
District is identified as a close contact of a 
case in another community that informa- 
tion should also be linked to our electronic 
reports, but that is very much dependent 


TILTON AUTOMOTIVE 


GENERAL e—> 


REPAIRS 
3 AMHERST RD. (RT.9) 
BELCHERT OW Magee 
323-5051 acuta 


Fhe bey Clic Pe eet 


Little Friends 
Child Care Center 
5& Daniel Shays Hwy. (Rt. 202 No.) Belchertown 
Caring for Children 1 2mos. - 9 years 
Full day, before and 
after school programs 
morning preschool program 


413-323-8447 


Lic. # 309640 littlefriends39.com 


SEPTIC 
PUMPING 


e pumping 

e new installation 
e repairs 

e Title 5 inspection 


Comp 
Septic Service LLC 


Jason Lafleur ¢ David Kibbe 


413-323-4327 


Year Round 
Enrollment 





Complete A/C Service 
Cie lalsieclielitelars 
Used Cars ¢ Windshields 
Expert Body & Fender 
Repair ¢ Painting 


REECE 
p-NGR ROR =10] Bd 4 


323-6664 
FREE ESTIMATES 
@)[oRSye)aialeli(=cemmcer=te. 


Belchertown 
Visa-Mastercard Accepted 
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HEATING & OIL COMPANY 


Sheet Metal Fabrication 
Is Our Specialty 
¢ Automatic Fuel Delivery 
¢ 24 hr. Burner Service 
¢ Replacement of Furnaces 
& Boilers 
¢ New Construction 
& Renovations 
¢ New Customer Discounts 


413-323-4123 
221 N. Liberty * Belchertown 


STADLER ACE HARDWARE, INC. 


Has All Your Spring Needs! 
Lawn & Garden, Great Lines of Paint & All the Necessities 


on the community where the case lives.” 
Laboratory confirmed cases will receive 
formal orders to isolate. Contacts of labo- 
ratory cases will receive formal orders to 
quarantine. 

Unlike social distancing, quarantine and 
isolation require a person to stay in their 
residence for a designated time period. 

“During the isolation period, you may 
not have visitors in the location where 
you are isolating,” according to the 
Massachusetts Executive Office of Health 
and Human Services Department of Public 
Health guidance. “If you must share living 
quarters with another person, then that per- 
son will be subject to quarantine.” 

In the list of recommendations from the 
state, people in isolation are urged not to 
use the bathroom or bedroom with others, 
wash laundry separately from others and 
wear a surgical mask if making contact with 
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#8221 Battery 


Weber Grills Assembled & Delivered 


The Best Flashlights on the Streets “Nebo Brand” 
Window & Screen Fixes & Glazed ¢ UPS Mailing & Packaging 


3 STADLER STREET, BELCHERTOWN, MA 
OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 8 to 6 ¢ SATURDAY 8 to 4, SUNDAY 10am to 4pm 


ACE 323-4521 
ROBERTS ROOF 


AT AMHERST WELDING 
SALES & REPAIRS 


Welding ¢ Fabrication ¢ Hydraulic 
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs e Snow Plow e Sanders 


DID YOUR MAILBOX POST 
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER? 
Stop in and see our exclusive 
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts! 


Amherst Welding, Inc. 
413) 253-4867 


330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA 


SPECIALIZING IN 
Slate * Copper ¢ Architectural Shingles Gutters 
Historical Restoration ¢ Flat Roofing * Snow Removal 
Tel. 413-283-4395 ¢ Gell 413-237-9434 | 


www.RobertsRoofsinc.com 


Auto Service 


Rt. 9 Belchertown/Amherst Line 


253-9302 


Foreign Car Specialists 
Since 1972 





Lawn & Garden 


savel 


Belchertown Auto Parts NAPA AUTO PARTS: “cet 
116 FEDERAL STREET (RT.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA 
(C5 ic) ic 4c By (21-9 Me) sarc yc ho 4-1) 


another person as well as other advisories. 

In the case of a quarantine, a person has 
come into contact with a person who has 
COVID-19. Many of the guidelines are 
similar to those in isolation. 

Metcalf strongly encourages people to 
adhere to social distancing, now more than 
ever. 

“We are expecting a surge in cases,” 
Metcalf said. “Massachusetts is nowhere 
near the peak.” 

To find a sample interview sheet for 
confirmed cases and contacts, guidelines 
for isolation and guidelines for quarantine, 
go to the Health Department section of 
the Belchertown website or https://www. 
belchertown.org/departments/health/docs/ 
COVID19%20Interviewing%20Tool_ 
ver2_3-23-2020.pdf. 

Reach Melina Bourdeau at Sentinel @ 
turley.com. 


99 gi 
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On All Other Lawn 
& Garden Batteries 


#8221R, 8223, 8224, 8227, 
8227R, 8229, 8229R 


Marine/RV Batteries 


#8240, 8261, 8270, 8301, 
8302, 8303, 8304, 8307 


eb AUTO PARTS \sut’ 


Proud publishers of 
13 community newspapers 


# | Turley? 


Trusted Name Since 1982 





Publications, Inc. 


Call Maureen McGarrett 
at 413-283-8393 
or email: 
mmcgarrett@turley.com 
to advertise your 
business here! 
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GRANBY -A 
message from 
Military Order of 
the Purple Heart of 
Western Mas- 
sachusetts 875 a: zs 
Commander and =" eh 
Granby resident aS ae 
Jim Bouchard, 
USN Corpsman in 
the Vietnam War. 
Monday, March 30 
marks Welcome 
Home Vietnam 
Veterans Day. 
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Baker-Polito administration 
stays to stay safe when outside 


STAFF REPORT 


BOSTON -— Despite spring weather 
coming, the Baker-Polito Administration 
reminds visitors to state parks and other 
outdoor properties to maintain social dis- 
tancing of at least six feet, avoid gatherings 
of people and to practice healthy personal 
hygiene, to aid in the prevention of spread- 
ing the COVID-19 virus. 

If visitors of state parks observe areas 
with high concentrations of people, the 
public is asked to leave the location and 
either visit a different park in the area or 
return at a later date or time. 

“While enjoying the Commonwealth’s 
natural resources, it remains critical- 
ly important that we all practice social 
distancing to prevent the spread of the 
COVID-19 virus and protect our frontline 


La 
4 Ay, 


+ BEING Ass 


adhcigts 


workers and the most vulnerable among 
us,’ said Energy and Environmental Affairs 
Secretary Kathleen Theoharides. “We urge 
the public to keep yourselves and your 
families safe by avoiding groups of people 
and going to less crowded places to get 
exercise and fresh air.” 

Additionally, while visiting state parks 
and other locations, the Department 
of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) 
also advises individuals to participate in 
non-contact recreational activities, for 
example hiking, bike riding, and jogging. 
Furthermore, if an individual is ill, over 
70, and/or part of a vulnerable population, 
please stay home to avoid the risk of con- 
tracting the disease. 

The state parks system has over 450,000 


See OUTSIDE, page 13 


We've learned a lot lately about what that 


Lawmakers pen letter 
of disappointment 
over HIP suspension 


STAFF REPORT 


BOSTON — Eighty-nine State law- 
makers have sent a letter to the Baker- 
Polito Administration underscor- 
ing their “deep disappointment” at the 
Administration’s abrupt decision to sus- 
pend the Healthy Incentives Program 
from February until May 2020. The letter, 
signed by a dozen western Massachusetts 
delegation members, also notes strong 
support for HIP to operate year-round. 

This is an effort of the bi-parti- 
san, bi-cameral Food Systems Caucus, 
which was launched one year ago and 
is now the second largest caucus in the 
Massachusetts Legislature, following the 
Democratic Caucuses in the House and 
Senate. 

Caucus member, Representative Dan 
Carey (D-Easthampton), noted, “Every 
family deserves access to fresh, healthy 
food. HIP not only provides that but is 
an essential boost to our local farms as 
well. Now is not the time to reduce access 
for families in need. HIP has grown so 
quickly because it is such a fantastic pro- 
gram. We must work to ensure that HIP 
not only remains available but continues 
to grow.” 

Representative Mindy Domb 
(D-Amherst), also a caucus member, 
added, “Hunger is not seasonal. Our 
neighbors deserve access to fresh produce 
all year and our famers deserve markets. 
HIP is a win/win/win and its huge suc- 
cess and the need it meets should justify 
its continuation.” 

“HIP not only benefits our farmers but 
also the people who rely on the program 
for healthy fruits and vegetables,” said 
caucus member Representative Natalie 
Blais (D-Sunderland). “It 1s an investment 
in our future in terms of the economic 
security of our farms and the health and 
well-being of our neighbors.” 


means. Most importantly, we've been 


reminded of the strength and resilience 


within our community. 


As a community bank, we're pledging to 
support those around us in new ways. 
lf you have questions, concerns or feel 


that we can help, please reach out to our 
Customer Care Center at 800-322-8233, 
or visit countrybank.com/COVID19 for 
more information. 


MATTERS, 
NOW MORE THAN EVER. 


MEMBER FDIC 
MEMBER DIF 


Keeping our distance can't keep us from 
sticking together. 


— YOUR FRIENDS AT COUNTRY BANK 


y,(countrybank 


In the letter, FSC members wrote 
regarding their deep disappointment in 
the manner by which the suspension of 
the HIP program was announced and 
stated their regret that the DTA did not 
work with Legislature in advance of the 
suspension to alert them of additional 
funds needed to prevent the program’s 
shut down. 

“We share the goal of ensuring that 
HIP does not again experience an opera- 
tional suspension and the goal of expand- 
ing access, yet we believe that a year- 
around program best supports the goal of 
providing fresh, nutritious, locally grown 
food to consumers who are food-insecure 
and it supports our local farmers in better 
crop rotation, field utilization and year- 
around cash flow,” states the letter. 

The FSC has also asked to be includ- 
ed in any working group created by the 
Administration to collaboratively struc- 
ture and sustain HIP moving ahead. The 
letter requested that the Administration 
reaffirm its commitment to including cau- 
cus members. 

HIP is one of the FSC’s major priori- 
ties in a line-up that includes soil health, 
reducing food waste, farm to school pro- 
gramming, and more. 

Food Systems Caucus Senate co-chair, 
Senator Jo Comerford (D-Northampton) 
said that, “HIP is highly-effective at bat- 
tling rising food insecurity. It’s an eco- 
nomic boost for struggling farmers. 
And it bolsters local economies. The 
program has significant support from 
both Republicans and Democrats and 
in both the House and the Senate. The 
Administration should be leaning into 
the program and expanding it, instead of 
acting to significantly curtail its impact.” 

Information about the FSC available at 
https://www.mafoodsystemcaucus.com/. 


Ss 
Photos 
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


Purchase a photo that 
recently ran in one of 
our publications. Go to 


newspapers.turley.com/ 
photo-request 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertis- 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in- 
sertion, nor will be li- 
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 
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SCHOOL - from page 1 


to a device, we will provide them with a 


device.” 

He said if someone needed another 
device because one might be shared in the 
house, the schools would provide them with 
a device. 

“If we were to move to online learning, 
we would hopefully be able to provide 
everyone with a device,” Cameron said. 
“We would need to provide professional 
development to teachers, not all teachers 
feel comfortable.” 

He added that the schools are trying to 
work on solving issues such as areas of 
town that do not have internet. 

There are other questions — prom, gradu- 
ation, promotion — that Cameron said were 
unanswered at that time. But as soon as the 
district knows more information, it will be 
reported to the community. 

School Committee Chair Michael Knapp 
said he was glad to see the district taking 
the right steps and advised on support for 
faculty. 

“I’m glad you mentioned the district is 
taking some steps toward identifying some 
of the barriers to equity in access to online 
educational opportunity, it’s going to be dif- 
ficult to reach them all but we, as a district, 
have to start working towards that,’ Knapp 
said. “My experience at UMass Amherst is 
that professional development, even if it’s a 
simple as sort of a mutual peer mentoring 
for people who have to teach or have to do 
educational things online. It’s super helpful.” 

The School Committee members accepted 
the Student Opportunity Act plan unani- 
mously. 

Cameron said the Student Opportunity 
Act is a piece of legislation the commis- 
sioner is trying to get a deadline extension. 
The deadline as of the meeting was April 1. 

He presented the plan on how the pro- 
posed increased funding, an “extra” 
$69,000, would be used in the district as 
well as its goals. 

“The subgroups we’re going to be focus- 
ing on are our high needs students which 
are economically disadvantages, those with 


disabilities and English learners,’ Cameron 
said. “We established those criteria based on 
the MCAS results and the STAR data within 
district.” 

Programs used to “close the gap.” 

“We would be supporting educator to 
implement high quality aligned curricu- 
lum...which would allow us to address our 
literacy need at the same time,” Cameron 
said. “We put $64,000 toward instructional 
materials, would could help pay for a new 
(English Language Arts) ELA series and we 
also allotted some of that towards profes- 
sional development to help train educators.” 

Success would be monitored through 
student growth and achievements on the 
MCAS as well as proficiencies in the dis- 
trict, Cameron said. 

“We were able to tie in literacy in this 
plan, not only to buy the materials, but 
we want to make sure we’re aligning our 
curriculum. This is the number one goal, 
the number one areas that the stakeholders 
identified as a need (in a recent survey),” 
Cameron said. 


Other business 

At the start of the meeting, Cameron pro- 
vided a brief budget update to the commit- 
tee. 

“For the 2021 fiscal year we are work- 
ing behind the scenes in preparing docu- 
ments should we progress with the budget,” 
said Cameron. “As you are aware there has 
been some talk of pushing the town meeting 
back. We’re waiting to hear from the town, 
for now there’s been no update.” 

In a second reading, the committee unan- 
imously adopted four policies — regarding 
equal education opportunities, homeless 
students: enrollment rights and services, 
educational opportunities for military chil- 
dren and educational opportunities for chil- 
dren in foster care. 

School Committee Vice Chair Heidi 
Gutekenst said the changes were put out by 
the Massachusetts Association of School 
Committees, and the committee adopted 
said changes. 

Melina Bourdeau can be reached at 
Sentinel @ turley.com. 


Place your FREE 
Announcement 
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acres of property, and every region of the 
state has hidden gem state park locations 
to explore that may be less busy than 
more popular park locations. The DCR 
website provides visitors the ability to 
search state parks by both region and rec- 
reational activity. 

“The Massachusetts state parks sys- 
tem offers excellent opportunities for 
us all to get outside, which is import- 
ant for everybody’s mental and physi- 
cal health,’ said DCR Commissioner Jim 
Montgomery. “However, visitors should 
adhere to staying at home as much as 
possible to reduce the risk of becoming 
in contact with the virus and potentially 
spreading it to others.” 

Visitors are reminded that the agency 


COURTS : from page 1 


and civil cases scheduled to commence 
in Massachusetts state courts between 
today and April 17, 2020, are continued 
to a date no earlier than April 21, 2020,” 
according to the SJC, “unless the trial is a 
civil case where the parties and the court 
agree that the case can be decided with- 
out the need for in-person appearance in 
court. Where a jury trial has commenced, 
the trial will end based on the manifest 
necessity arising from the pandemic and a 
new trial may commence after the public 
health emergency ends.” 

The SJC is keeping the justice system 
running, utilizing many other methods 
that others are using to communicate such 
as telephone teleconferencing, videocon- 
ferencing, email and other means. 

With clerks’ offices still open, individ- 
uals needing assistance can contact their 
respective clerk’s office. 

The District Court in Northampton, 
part of the Northwestern District which 


has removed trash receptacles through- 
out the state parks system to aid in the 
prevention of spreading COVID-19. 
DCR asks that all visitors of state parks 
adhere to a “carry in, carry out” trash pol- 
icy during this public health emergency, 
and urges visitors do their part to help 
protect our shared natural resources by 
leaving no trace and taking any trash with 
them. 

DCR has created a Massachusetts State 
Parks COVID-19 webpage that central- 
izes virus updates that impact the state 
parks system. The webpage provides 
visitors of state parks with information 
including the closure of certain agency 
facilities, like visitor centers, playgrounds 
and restroom facilities and other pertinent 
information. 


includes towns like Belchertown and 
Ware, was temporarily closed as well. 
That closure included Hampshire County 
Superior Court. Both were scheduled to 
re-open on Tuesday, March 31. However, 
like Hampden’s courts, they are subject 
to the same in-person restrictions as the 
courts seeks to have as few people as 
possible. 

In terms of criminal activity, the courts 
are still processing and arraigning sus- 
pects. Arraignments have also occurred 
remotely and through alternate means. 

For jurors, with jury service suspend- 
ed, the Office of the Jury Commissioner 
is temporarily closed. The people in the 
office are working remotely. All jurors 
with service scheduled through April 7 
have had their service cancelled. Anyone 
with service scheduled for April 7 are on 
standby status unless they have received a 
notice of cancellation from the court. 

For more information, call your local 
clerk’s office or go to Www.mass. gov. 

Reach Greg Scibelli at gscibelli@tur- 
ley.com. 
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in The Sentinel. 
Photos Encouraged 


CLUES ACROSS Small intestine 
1. Bond villain Mikkelsen 39. Excessively theatrical 
5. A team’s best pitcher actor 
8. French river 42. Infraction 
12. Mountain nymph 44, Classical music for the 
(Greek) stage 
14. City of Angels airport 46. Slogged 
15. Military force 47.0ne who terminates 7. Uncovers 43. Sheets of floating ice 
16. Scrawny 49. Breakfast is an 8. French commune 44. Priests who act as 
18. Value important one name mediums 
19. One billionth of a 90. Moved earth 9. Poisonous gas 45. Roof of the mouth 
second (abbr.) 01. Medical procedures  10.PearlJam’s bassist 47. Unnatural 
20. Highly seasoned 56. Genus of clams 11. Horse groom in India 48. Illuminated 
sausage 57. Not well 13. Destroyed 49, There are three 
21. Trouble 58. Comparative figure of 17. A way to alter famous ones 
22. Prong speech 24. Promotional materials 52. Large, fast Australian 
23. Showing varying 59. Covered thinly with 25. American state birds 
colors gold 26. Extinct flightless bird 53. “Dracula” heroine 
26. Cloaked 60. Principle underlying of New Zealand Harker 
30. Renters sign one the universe 27. “Modern Family” 54, Subsititutes (abbr.) 
31. Acquires 61.A parent’s sisters network 99. Tax 
32. Type of language 62. Professional 28. Last or greatest in 62. IEEE 
(abbr.) engineering group an indefinitely large 63. Yew 
33. Partner to pains 63. Coniferous tree series 64. Sass 
34. Third portion of the 64. Impudence 29. Exercise system __-bo 


CLUES DOWN 

1. Female parents 
2. Region 

3. Transaction 


35. Type of bulb 

36. Opposite of beginning 
37. Utilize 

38. Type of student 

4. Heroic tale 40. Deficiency of moisture 
5. Of algae 41. Areas of the eye 

6. Luminous intensity unit 42. Select 


Welcome, Hayley Ryan! 
e Born April 22, 2019 

° 9 Ibs. 22 inches 

Proud Parents 

Lydia & Mike Ryan 


To submit your announcement 
complete this form and send to 
The Sentinel, 24 Water St., 
Palmer, MA 01069. 

Or email: sentinel@turley.com 


Baby’s First Name: 

Parents (names & hometown): 

Siblings (names & hometown): 

Maternal Grandparents (names & hometown): 
Paternal Grandparents (names & hometown): 


Birthdate: Additional info: 
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Attention: 
Belchertown Campers #ig 


Ages 13 and Up ¢ To enter like our Facebook page, 


The Sentinel. Find our Belchertown 
Campground Design Contest post and 
Unpack your design mith fBecheroemcarerens02) 
Skills and show us your a= 
best campgrouna. aq ae 
WV NNERC Deadline REET or wil be announced 
IST 2ND & 3RD PLACE WI . 


in the comments section. 
on our Facebook page and in the paper on April 30th. 
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Beth Craven, founder of Ligers 


gram, passes away _ 






Pay 


= sports@turley.com 
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A tribute to Beth Craven following her sudden passing on March 9. 


HOLYOKE —- On Monday 
March 9, Beth Szostkiewicz 
Craven passed away unexpectedly, 
leaving behind a legacy that will 
never be forgotten. 

“She was a bright light and a 
timeless advocate for children in 
our community. She was truly a 
one of a kind human being,” said 
her friend Jane Gawron. Beth, 
in addition to being a longtime 
teacher at Michael E. Smith 
Middle School, was the “moth- 
er” of South Hadley soccer. She 
attended Providence College on 
a full soccer scholarship, receiv- 
ing many accolades while being 
one of the best players to ever 
go through the program. Beth is 
tied for the all-time assist record 
at Providence. After graduating, 
Beth went on to coach at the high 
school and collegiate levels. She 
left the sport temporarily to start 
a family, returning in 2005, tak- 
ing her three daughters and a few 
of their friends to start her own 
organization, The South Hadley 


SPRING SPORTS 


Ligers. The Ligers competed in 
the Pioneer Valley Junior Soccer 
League, a travel league instead of 
the recreation league. This caused 
quite a stir in South Hadley but 
because she truly believed that a 
more competitive atmosphere was 
what was needed for the girls to 
excel, she sidestepped all obstacles 
put in her way. Her vision was not 
shared by many in the town but her 
perseverance through such resis- 
tance was what made the Ligers 
such a prominent program. 

The program drew predominant- 
ly South Hadley students, but also 
brought some kids from nearby 
Granby, Holyoke, and, Chicopee. 

By November of 2005 a Town 
Reminder headline read, “South 
Hadley Ligers finish perfect sea- 
son of soccer.” As second and third 
graders, these girls dominated the 
league with Beth as their coach 
and she fostered the love of the 
game in each of them. She coached 


See CRAVEN, page 16 


ys) @turleysports 





ie acebook.com/turleysports 








Beth Craven speaks to one of her Ligers teams on the sidelines at a game. Craven 
was behind South Hadley’s successful youth soccer program. 








www.sports.turley.com 





BLUE SOX 


Avard to lead 
Valley Blue 
Sox in 2020 


HOLYOKE — Blue Sox 
President Fred Cuiaglo 
announced today the hiring of 
Kate Avard and the team’s new 
General 
Manager. 

Avard, 
22, will be 
returning to 
the Blue Sox 
organization 
after intern- 
ing with the 
team during 
the 2016 
season. The Easthampton, MA 
native, originally from Holyoke, 
is a graduate of the University 
of Massachusetts Amherst 
where she earned a B.S. 
degree in Sport Management 
from the Isenberg School of 
Management and a B.S. degree 
studying kinesiology from the 
School of Public Health and 
Health Sciences. 

“We’re very excited to 
appoint Kate as our new 
General Manager,” said Ciaglo. 
“Having previously served as 
one of our interns, she knows 
the culture and community-ori- 
ented mission of our organi- 
zation. Given her education in 
sport management, Kate will 
bring strong business funda- 
mentals, creativity and a pas- 
sion for baseball to the Blue 
Sox front office.” 

While at UMass Amherst, 
Avard served as the Intramural 
Special Events Assistant and 
held multiple internships with- 
in the Athletic Department. 
After graduating from UMass 
Amherst, Avard enrolled in 
graduate courses studying ath- 
letic training and emergency 
medicine at Boston University. 

Avard is eager to return to 
MacKenzie Stadium and 
expand her role with the orga- 
nization. 





“Kate Avard | 


See BLUE SOX, page 16 = 


School closure threatens cancellation of spring tournaments 


GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 
gscibelli@turley.com 


The extended school closure 
imposed by Gov. Charlie Baker 
last week has now called into 
question whether or not school 
will resume in the 2019-2020 
school year, but also whether or 
not there will even be a shortened 
regular season for spring sports 
in 2020. 

Numerous schools have stu- 
dents chomping at the bit to get 
on fields and courts, but the latest 
closure extension threatens any of 
that from happening, as well as 
puts the postseason tournament in 


serious jeopardy. 

MIAA officials and the Board 
of Directors were scheduled to 
have another meeting to weigh 
guidance from the Tournament 
Management Committee about 
the prospect of having the tour- 
nament. 

The current plan was to open 
up practices for spring sports on 
Monday, April 27. Games could 
begin on Monday, May 4. 

Last week, Baker announced 
an extension of the school clo- 
sure to Monday, May 4. However, 
depending on how the pandemic 
numbers shake out, social distanc- 
ing orders could be lifted soon- 


er. Players could hit fields before 
school resumes much like they do 
during the summertime preparing 
for fall sports. 

While it remains a possibili- 
ty, the MIAA has not discussed 
the possibility of the entire spring 
season being cancelled. However, 
the board of directors did agree 
that if spring sports did not begin 
before April 27, there would be 
no tournament action. 

On March 26, the MIAA 
described the additional school 
closure as a fluid situation. The 
MIAA hopes to provide an update 
sometime this week. 

“Among TMC recommenda- 


tions to the Board is that if there 
is a spring season start date of 
after April 27, there will not be 
an MIAA tournament,’ the MIAA 
website states. “This recommen- 
dation, as well as a plan to save 
a spring season for MIAA stu- 
dent-athletes will be the substance 
of a March 30 Board meeting.” 
This recent news from the 
Governor is surreal. The MIAA 
will continue to monitor this fluid 
situation and provide updates 
regarding spring sports as soon as 
they are made available. Thank 
you all for your flexibility, under- 
standing and patience. Support 
and guidance to our schools, 


student-athletes and to you, our 
membership, is priority during 
this uncertain time. 

The spring season has been 
delayed in the past due to late 
winter snow that specifically 
shuts down baseball and softball 
games till the second or even third 
week of April. But there has never 
been a shutdown of action this 
lengthy. 

However, last year, constant 
rain did wreak havoc on the reg- 
ular season. In all there was a 
week of delay to start the season, 


See CANCELLATION, page 16 = 
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Summer Challenge announced |qy4, yh 


for Thompson Speedway 


THOMPSON, Conn. — Thompson 
Speedway Motorsports Park and Save The 
Purse jointly announced on Thursday that 
competitors in the NASCAR Weekly 
Racing Series Late Model division will 
have three, 50-lap feature races in 2020 
as part of a new Late Model Mid-Summer 
Challenge. 

A group of competitors joined togeth- 
er over the offseason to form Save The 
Purse, a group that has come up with addi- 
tional purse money through sponsors and 
have put it towards these special events. 
The group is run by recognized racing crew 
member Brad Martel. 

Each of the three events will pay $2,000 
to the winner, $1,000 for second and $750 
for third. A full purse will be distribut- 
ed to the top 25 competitors. The races 
will take place as part of the three stand- 
alone NASCAR Weekly Racing Series 
events scheduled for June 3, July 8 and 
Aug. 5. 

Thompson Speedway is committed 
to the future of oval track racing and in 
2020 has planned a six-race NASCAR 
schedule. With the addition of a night of 
double features for all five NASCAR divi- 
sions, competitors will have the chance to 
run seven feature races. 

These Late Model special events are 
going to be a must-watch for all race fans. 

“Watching a group of racers come 
together and come up with funds to 
increase the purse is something special, and 
we are happy to work with them,” Terry 
Eames, the General Manager of Thompson 
Speedway Motorsports Park, said. ““We’re 
looking forward to watching competitors 
race for this extra purse money while run- 
ning some extra laps. Fans won’t want to 
miss these special events.” 


“We were determined to come up with 
the best possible solution to increase the 
purse value at Thompson in 2020,” Brad 
Martel, the Director of Save The Purse, 
said. “We’re looking forward to watching 
a competitive division competed in double 
their normal distance for some extra cash.” 

Sponsors included in the Mid-Summer 
Classic will be announced later. As part of 
these special night events, the NASCAR 
Weekly Racing Series Sunoco Modifieds, 
SK Light Modifieds, Limited Sportsman 
and Mini Stocks will join the action. 

Thompson Speedway also runs in the 
Late Model program under American 
Canadian Tour rules, and in 2020, will also 
be part of the New England Late Model 
Challenge Cup. Thompson is one of five 
tracks in the program — one that will have 
all scheduled weekly Late Model events 
eligible to receive points towards winning 
the Cup. ACT will take the 10 best fin- 
ishes for each registered driver across all 
five tracks and count it towards the driv- 
ers totals, with a special points system in 
place based on a driver’s feature finishes 
and event car counts, with bonus points 
for wins and cars passed. With the three 
events paying additional purse, these could 
be races that drivers across New England 
elect to attend to earn crucial points. 

With COVID-19 sweeping through the 
United States, Thompson officials have 
been forced to update the 2020 sched- 
ule. Currently, the 46th annual Icebreaker 
presented by Liquid Death is tentatively 
scheduled for May 15-16. A full schedule 
of postponed events will be released later. 

For more information on Thompson 
Speedway Motorsports Park, visit thomp- 
sonpeedway.com and follow the track on 
social media. 





Valley Wheel Baseball looking for new players 


REGION — The Valley Wheel Over-30 
Baseball League is seeking new players 
for the upcoming 2020 season, which is set 
to begin near the end of April. The league 
is seeking players ages 28 and up. Players 
turning 28 this year are eligible. However, 
only players 30 and older can pitch. The 
league plays 15 regular season games with 
games being held mostly on Sundays with 
a couple of weekday games thrown in the 
mix as well as a special Mother’s Day 
Saturday game in early May. The league 


BLUE SOX - from page 15 


“Growing up in Holyoke, I attended 
many Holyoke Giants games, then later 
Blue Sox games, with my family which 
is where I fell in love with the sport of 
baseball,” said Avard. I later interned with 
the team and saw firsthand the positive 
influence the team had on the local families 
and local community, similar to what I had 


Givin 


is built on comradery, fair play, and hav- 
ing a good time with friends. If interested 
in trying out, go to www.valleywheel- 
baseball.com. The rules of the league and 
new player forms can be found on the site. 
For further information, you can contact 
the league’s commissioner, Jim Nason 
at wheell2@comcast.net or call him at 
(413) 433-4308. Tryouts will be taking 
place in the early weeks of April, weather 
permitting, with a draft following the try- 
outs. 


personally experienced growing up,” she 
added. 

“The Blue Sox reputation has grown tre- 
mendously over the past few years, mak- 
ing the team a staple throughout Western 
Mass, said Avard. “Stepping into the role of 
General Manager, I hope I am able to build 
upon the relationship the organization has 
with the community and grow the team in 
the coming years.” 


Back 
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sab & Inc. 


Emily Vallee 


GRANBY 


allee was able to repre- 
sent Granby as a first- 
team awardee at the LAF 


banquet last month. 

To nominate someone for 
Athlete of the Week, con- 
tact Managing Sports Editor 
Gregory A. Scibelli at 
413-283-8393 ext. 258 or 

- send an e-mail to gsci- 
i belli@ turley.com. 








SPONSORED BY 


$10. PER MONTH 


40 Turkey Hill Road 


BELCHERTOWN 
(413) 323-1003 


CHICOPEE ¢ EAST GRANBY ¢ HADLEY e PITTSFIELD 
NORTH ADAMS ¢ SPRINGFIELD ¢ W. SPRINGFIELD 


Sign-ups ongoing for Quabbin League 


REGION — The Quabbin Valley Over- 
30 Baseball League is seeking new play- 
ers for 2020 season. The league has six 
teams, several with open roster spots. 
Last year, the league voted to allow play- 
ers age 28 and 29 to be able to join the 
league, though players under 30 are not 
eligible to pitch. The cost of the league 
this season is $192. For returning play- 
ers, sign-ups are extended through May 1. 
New players can also sign up through this 
date with the draft currently set for May 


CRAVEN : from page 15 


the girls up until they entered high school, 
as the graduating class of 2015. The orig- 
inal team grew into two full squads who 
competed and won many PVJSL champi- 
onships. The program later spawned several 
younger teams of Ligers one team winning 
the Mass Youth Soccer state championship 
(Mass Tournament of Champions -MTOC) 
as seventh graders. Many news articles cel- 
ebrated the success of Beth Craven’s Ligers 
over the years. 

In the fall of 2019 the South Hadley High 
School girls soccer team won their first ever 
state title and coach Rich Marjanski credit- 
ed the Ligers organization and Beth Craven 
for that feat. 

“Beth was a huge influence on why 
South Hadley soccer has been so success- 
ful. She had a vison of having girls play 
year-round together and really forming a 
bond way before they entered high school. I 
personally got into coaching because of the 
Ligers and SHHS’s success with three suc- 
cessive Western Mass championships and 
a State title is a reflection of Beth Craven.” 

The vast majority of the Western Mass. 
and state championship team were former 
Ligers. 

On Saturday March 14, a number of 
Beth’s original Ligers team, including 
Sam and Lexi Gawron, Reilly Jodoin, Gigi 
Thibault, Kiera Sears, Kate and Mackenzie 
Sullivan, Meghan Godfrey, Courtney 
Fudger, Aryn Banas, Maeve Fitzgerald, 
Serena Sarage, Katie Evans and Beth’s 
three daughters Ally, Brianna and Stephanie 


2. The league hopes to begin play in early 
June. The season is 15 regular season 
games plus at least one playoff game. A 
modified schedule is being worked on by 
league officials. Games are nine innings 
and metal (BBCOR -3) or wood bats are 
allowed. Fields locations are through- 
out Western Mass. For more information 
on the league, or if you are interested in 
registering, go to https://www.quabbin- 
valleybaseball.org/. The league is also in 
Facebook. 


gathered together to pay tribute to Beth 
and the huge impact that she had on all of 
her players. Players gathered together with 
their Ligers jerseys, jackets and pictures on 
the small field where it all began and each 
spoke about their favorite memories with 
Beth and the Ligers, and talked about how 
much Beth meant to each of them. 

Sam Gawron, a close family friend of the 
Cravens said, “Beth’s impact was bigger 
than soccer. Her goal wasn’t just to make 
us the best soccer players we could be but 
to make us the best people we could be. 
Beth inspired each and every one of us who 
played for her and her legacy and memory 
is something that we will always carry with 
us. I just want to thank Beth for everything 
she has done, she is truly an amazing per- 
son and I don’t think any of us would be the 
people we are today without her. Beth will 
forever be missed. We love you coach, fly 
high!” 

Beth’s impact was felt not only on the 
soccer field but in the classroom as well. 
Many of her former sixth grade science 
students attended the services and spoke 
of how grateful they were to have had the 
opportunity to be taught by such a passion- 
ate and inspiring teacher. In more recent 
years, Beth was a principal in the Athol- 
Royalston elementary school and an admin- 
istrator in the Granby schools. 

The community has lost a champion, an 
advocate, an inspiration, a friend. May her 
legacy, both on and off the pitch, continue 
as her former players and students take her 
light out into the world and make it a better 
place, just as she did every day. 





CANCELLATION : from page 15 


plus more than a dozen full-fledged rain 
days that postponed action throughout the 
spring and resulted in an additional week 
being added to the regular season. 

If spring sports are able to commence 
on April 27, the regular season would be 
extended out until June 10, with playoffs 
to follow in the two weeks after that. 


The spring season includes the most 
number of sports played in the least peri- 
od of time, usually about eight weeks. 
Spring sports include: baseball, softball, 
boys lacrosse, girls lacrosse, girls track, 
boys track, boys tennis, girls tennis, and 
boys volleyball. 

Athletes have been shut down since 
March 10 during the state tournament 
week. Spring practices never happened. 
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 





Call us toll free 800.824.6548 





ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


HAY FOR SALE Koran’s Farm. 
(413)267-3396. 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 

Seasoned cut & split $200.00 

All hardwood. 

Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood 
for outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 
(413)477-0083 


""WFRESH CUT FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


he he he he! 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS wanrt- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Also 


hunting, fishing gear. Old advertis- 
ing, cast iron cookware. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 





A DUMP TRUCK clearing out attics, 
cellars, garages, barns, whole house 
clean-outs, scrap metal. Free esti- 
mates. 413-374-5377 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


JKL LIQUID ASPHALT Custom 
driveways. Oil & stone specialists. Call 
today for a free quote. 413-289-6251 
Like us on Facebook 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 


Buying? Selling? 
Our a 


Classifieds = 
Get Results! 








WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE’ ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 
Call for all your needs. Windows, sid- 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in- 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


Re rhe he. hel 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ART- 
IST - learn how to teach painting with 
this special method to people of all 
ages and abilities and have your own 
business with a stable income. Fill the 
need for more art in healthcare facili- 
ties. Check it out at: www.artis4every1. 
com or call (508)882-3848 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA01069 DEADLINES: QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 
Quabbin ———— o> 


Village Hills 


Circulation: 


ie 50,500 


Bolle 






GRANBY 












BELCHERTOWN 


BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 














HUBBARDSTON 


WEST NORTH 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 
(-\ BROOKFIELD 





D 


EAST 
BROOKFIEM 





WALES ( HOLLAND 





600 es BLANDFORD 
Base Price Base Price Base Price Base Price 2 | Res I d e nti a l 
$26.50 $27.00 $27.50 $28.00 P P 
Circulation: 


Base Price Base Price 
$28.50 $29.00 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$32.50 $33.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


Base Price 
$31.50 


Base Price 
$32.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$33.50 $34.00 








Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 






Suburban 
59,000 


WILBRAHAM 


WEST 
SPRINGFIELD 





Add $10 for a second Zone 
534.50 9835.00 235.50 295 36.00 or add $15 to run in 

ALL THREE ZONES. 
Name: Phone: First ZONE base price get 
Address: Add asecond ZONE __ *10.00 ante 
Town: State.___——_Zip: Addathird ZONE _ $5.00 
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $ Subtotal =) 
Credit Card: Ll MasterCard LIVISA WU Discover Ld Cash Ll Check# x Number of Weeks 
Card #: Exp. Date CVV TOTAL Enclosed 
Amount of charge: Date: 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


CHAMPAGNE LANDSCAPING 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, 
Fall Clean-ups, trimming, mulch, stone 
beds, excavating. Total yard mainte- 
nance. Call Dan (413)682-4943 


DAVE’S LAWN AND GARDEN, 
LLC- Spring Clean-ups 

Dethatching 

Mulch/ Stone 

Stump grinding 

Senior Citizen/ Veteran’s Discount 
Certified/ Insured 

Call Dave (413)478-4212 for your 
free estimate. 


LAWN & GARDEN 


LAWN CARE SERVICES 
Weekly/ Bi-weekly lawn mowing 
services 
15 years experience 
Call Quality Cuts today! 
(413)231-2888 
FREE ESTIMATES 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, Sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453, CT Reg. 0615780. Lifetime 
warranty. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


TREE WORK 


AAA1 H & H TREE SERVICE 
Fully insured. 15 yrs experience climb- 
ing. Skid steer work, land clearing. Call 
Dave. 413-668-6560 day/night. 


ATEKS TREE- Honest, quality tree 
service. From pruning to house lot 
clearing. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Firewood sales. (413)687-3220 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 





CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


Advertise 
your home 
improvement 


services in our 
classifieds. 
We get results! 
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RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 


LANDSCAPE LABORER €Expe- 
rienced preferred but not necessary. 
Must have reliable transportation. 
413-218-3918 or 413-237-8316 


MECHANIC WANTED. EXPERI- 
ENCED in truck & heavy equipment. 
Must have own tools. APMI, Monson, 
MA 413-267-4088 


SALEM CROSS INN now hiring 
servers and bartenders. Apply in per- 
son or online at www.salemcrossinn. 
com 


TOWN OF WILBRAHAM 
ASSISTANT ASSESSOR 
Looking for a reliable Assistant Asses- 
sor. For application and more informa- 
tion please visit www.wilbraham-ma. 
gov. Application deadline 5/1/2020 at 

4:30 PM. EOE 


TOWN OF WILBRAHAM 
PUBLIC WORKS - 
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR 
Great opportunity for fully benefited 
union position with municipal public 
works department; if you are a good 
worker, and are willing to learn how to 
operate trucks, snow plows, backhoes, 
front-end/bucket loaders, jet vacuums, 
specialty mowers, sweepers, rollers, 
street pavers, and manual & power 
tools, work under all weather condi- 
tions & for prolonged periods of time, 
we are looking for you! Req. HS/GED, 
some related work exp. preferred; CDL 
B w/tanker, Hoisting 2B, 4E & 4G re- 
quired within 1 year of hire, license 
fees paid by town; clean driving re- 
cord; $19.82-$23.95/hr DOQ. Must 
complete application available online 
at www.wilbraham-ma.gov or in the 
Selectmen's Office, 240 Springfield St., 
Wilbraham MA 01095. Deadline Friday, 

May 1, 2020, at 4:30 pm. EEO 


FOR RENT 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 

*Fully Applianced 
«Community Room 


eLaundry Facilities 
eCats Welcome 
eExtra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, Ware, MA 
@ 


EQUAL HOUSING (& 


OPPORTUNITY 





SECTION 8 WELCOME Ware 
2 bedroom apts. new kitchen, bath, 
paint, flooring, appliances, etc. Avail- 
able ASAP (413)531-1217 


WARREN MODERN Studio, ‘st fl, 
$650, 1 BR, $750, with new kitchen, 
carpet and appliances. Free hot water. 
Beautiful rural setting with a moun- 
tain view. Located on 67 Please call 
(413)436-5301 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


Read your local newspaper online at 
WWw.newspapers.turley.com 


CLASSIFIEDS? 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, 
Reaching readers in 50 local 
communities every week. 


ee Classified 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


FOR RENT 


a 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


Advertising 
DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & 
SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY 
AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY 
AT NOON 


Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 






Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


12. Re eee yh 
Bessa ‘e 088 
AANA Aer rrrrrTrTt? 
a eeeeneeetl 
. Y que «+h +4 eereany eeeeeeee 
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Digital Photos 
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


Purchase a photo that recently ran in 
(o)al= re) ime) 0] am o)Ule)i(er-ti le) atcy 
Go to newspapers.turley.com/ 
fe)ate)Koracsve[U(ssoyt 


TAX FILING DEADLINE HAS BEEN EXTENDED TO JULY 15 


ZO2ZO0 


TAX, TINIE 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 
www.ajefinancial.com 


FINANCIAL SERVICES (413)589-1671 


PROCRASTINATORS WANTED 
Are you still putting off filing your taxes? 
Why not let the tax professionals at AJE Financial Services help! 
We will do whatever it takes (within our power) to make it 
as painless as possible. Why not give us a call today! 
It shouldn't have to hurt! 


Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
“David The Tax Man" 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 

Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www.kitchentabletaxes.com 


Tel: 413-289-0058 
i Fax: 413-324-2167 


PROVIDER 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


\V/Cs}ejalle)a im kod. @rsl ale mi latslaleitcl mercial (ests 


IRS Problems? 
| i) r= ed oy c=t-t-\ (ej al-| Mm ut-lalol(-mimre) am’{ole e 
Call us anytime! 


Complete Tax Services: 
Personal, Business, Corporations and Partnerships 


Telephone (413) 786-8727 ¢ Fax (413) 786-1833 
betty@melchioritax.com ¢ pauline@ melchioritax.com 
24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 





CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 ee 


PERE REL Ovoinimend a> 


Appointment 
The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov. 


PROVIDER 


Income Tax Preparation 


~ 32 years tax experience ~ 


AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


Bruce J. Charwick 


62 Jim Ash Road 
(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA 01069 





Personal & Small Business Federal & All States 


FAST TAX UG3A 
TAX PREPARATION SERVICE 
413 324-2135 


IRS Certified Tax Preparers 1 
ag $50 OFF 


1622 North Main Street 
Reg. Prices 


Palmer, MA 01069 
To All New Clients : 














<i> 
PROVIDER 


Fasttax @ charter.net 
Free E-File & Direct Deposit 


CALL YOUR LOCAL TURLEY PUBLICATIONS SALES REPRESENTATIVE FOR INFORMATION AND RATES ON ADVERTISING YOUR TAX SERVICE HERE! 


413-283-8393 ¢ 1-800-824-6548 


zhest «. 


INC. 


~— eee ___--—__ 





e Check Out Our For Sale, Services, 
Pets and Other Classifieds 


e Real Estate: For Sale, 
For Rent & Vacation Rentals 


© Help Wanted: Part Time & 
Full Time Career Opportunities 


Call toll free to place your classified ad: 


800-824-6548 
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REAL 


REAL 
























REAL 
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ADVERTISE TODAY! 


Turle yoo 
















Turle yo 








seat Inc. 


WE ARE THE REAL DEAL! 


13 Weekly Newspapers 


Serving the Local Communities 


Agawam Advertiser News ¢ Barre Gazette 
Chicopee Register ¢ Country Journal 
Journal Register © Quaboag Current 

The Register ¢ Sentinel ¢ The Sun 
Town Reminder @ Ware River News 
Wilbraham Times © Shopping Guide 


$00.824.6548 
www.newspapers.turley.com 


AUTO BODY 


REECE AUTO BODY Com- 
plete Auto Body, Paint 
& Repair” auto glass, 
computerized paint matching, 
also routine car maintenance. 
Free estimates. Old Springfield 
Road, Belchertown. 
413-323-6664. 


BANQUET FACILITIES 


HALL FOR RENT All functions. 
Kitchen available. Seating for 
96. Granby American Legion. 
Call (413) 467-9545. 
granbylegionpost266.com 





ALIX & SONS COMPUTER 
CENTER. PC/Macs, 
Laptops, Screen Repairs. 
New Computer Sales and 
Accessories, PC Diagnostic 
Repairs and Upgrades, On 
Site Work, Home or Office. 40 
Daniel Shays Highway. 413- 
323-1122. John Alix, Owner. 


R E C Tr ©O R YY 


HAIRDRESSER 


COUNTRY STYLIST, 171 
Federal St., Belchertown. 
413-323-6012. Great cuts for 
men and women $16.00. A full 
service hair salon. Open Tue- 
Sat., evening hours available. 


HEATING & AIR 





CONDITIONING 


WHITING ENERGY, Est. 1870. 
Complete Fuel Oil Heating 
Service. 24 hr. 7 days a week 
service. Call 413-323-5737. 


BELL & HUDSON INSUR- 
ANCE AGENCY INC., 19 
North Main St., Belchertown, 
MA 01007. Tel. 413-323-9611, 
800-894-9591. Fax 413- 
323-6117. Home, auto, life, 
commercial, group health. 


spate Inc. 


www.newspapers.turley.com 


— PUBLIC NOTICES 


Belchertown 
Conservation Commission 
LEGAL NOTICE 

Pursuant to the authori- 
ty of Massachusetts General 
Laws Chapter 131, Section 
40 (Wetlands Protection Act) 
and the Belchertown Wetland 
Bylaw, the Belchertown 
Conservation Commission 
will hold a public hear- 
ing on Monday, April 13, 
2020 at 7:00 PM Lawrence 
Memorial Town Hall, Room 
101. The purpose of this hear- 
ing is to review a Notice of 
Intent for a septic repair at 
224 South St, Map 278, Lot 
29. Any person interested in 
this matter should appear at 
the time and place designat- 
ed. The Notice of Intent may 
be examined and reviewed at 
the Conservation Commission 
Office. Remote access is 
encouraged at belchertown. 
org/departments/conservation 
4/02/2020 


Belchertown 
Conservation Commission 
LEGAL NOTICE 

Pursuant to the authori- 
ty of Massachusetts General 
Laws Chapter 131, Section 
40 (Wetlands Protection Act) 
and the Belchertown Wetland 
Bylaw, the Belchertown 
Conservation Commission 
will hold a public hear- 
ing on Monday, April 13, 
2020 at 7:00 PM Lawrence 
Memorial Town Hall, Room 
101. The purpose of this hear- 
ing is to review a Notice of 
Intent for the construction 
of a single family home at 
Boardman St, Map 241, Lot 
24. Any person interested in 
this matter should appear at 
the time and place designat- 
ed. The Notice of Intent may 
be examined and reviewed at 
the Conservation Commission 
Office. Remote access is 
encouraged at belchertown. 
org/departments/conservation 
4/02/2020 


Mialo|s 


Please check 
the accuracy of 
your legal notice 
prior to submis- 
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling). 

Also, be sure 


the requested 
publication date 
coincides with 
the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands. 
Thank you. 








Alc le 


PUBLIC NOTICES 
ARE NOW ONLINE 


Email all notices to notices@turley.com 


Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


TCT MAAN olU lo} i fetaveydcet-t-mabla(sWAexelin| 


OUTDOOR POWER 





EQUIPMENT 


BOYDEN & PERRON INC. 
Sales and service, Toro, 
Wheel Horse, Scag, Jonsered, 
Residential and Commercial. 
41 South Whitney St., 
Amherst, since 1956. Call 
today. 253-7358. 


PLUMBING SERVICES 


D.F. PLUMBING 
& MECHANICAL 
CONTRACTORS are now 
offering plumbing services to 
Belchertown and surrounding 
town. Scheduling appointments 
Monday-Friday, 8 am to 4pm. 
Call 413-323-9966. 


ROBERTS ROOF CO., INC. 
Trusted name for over 39 
years. Commercial, industrial, 
residential. Specializing in 
shingles, slate copper work, 
historical restoration, flat 
roofing. Snow Removal. Fully 
licensed. Free estimates. 
413-283-4395 
www.robertsroofsinc.com 
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R.M. NIETUPSKI 
TEMPORARY DUMPSTERS, 
10-30yards for removing con- 
struction, demolition, metal 
and household debris of all 
types. Serving Belchertown 
and all surrounding towns. 
(413) 283-4333. 


SEPTIC TANK PUMPING 





LATOUR WILSON SEPTIC 
TANK PUMPING SERVICE. 
Residential, commercial, “D. 
E.P suggests pumping septic 
tank every 3 years.” MA D.E.P. 
certified. Brian Wilson, owner. 
413-323-4569. 





AMHERST WELDING, INC. 
Snow plows, sanders, sales 
& service, hydraulic hoses & 
repairs, trailer hitches, trailer 
repairs, welding, fabrication, 
lawnmower repairs. 330 
Harkness Road, Amherst 
413-253-4867. 
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TO ADVERTISE ON THE BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL 323-5999 
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We're Offering to Defer 


Residential Loan Payments 
for Up to 90 Days 


GSB COVID-19 
Residential Loan Relief Program 


Effective immediately, Greenfield Savings Bank is offering to defer up to 
90 days of mortgage and/or equity line or equity loan payments to all GSB 
Residential Loan Customers who have been financially impacted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 


e This program Is available during the National COVID-19 emergency 








e |t is available on residential mortgages and/or equity lines, secured by 
one-to-four family properties 


e [here are no processing fees 

e Your Credit Report will not be affected by this program 

e Customers can select 30, 60 or 90 days deferment of payments 

e [he program will include your property tax escrow payment, If applicable 


e Itis open to all GSB residential loan customers economically affected by 
the COVID-19 pandemic, Including job loss, reduced wages, etc. 


It's Easy to Apply 
e Decide how long of a deferment you think you need: 30, 60 or 90 days 


e Go to our website www.greenfieldsavings.com and click on the COVID-19 
Residential Loan Relief Program button and follow the Instructions 


lf you need help with the process call us at 
(413) 774-3191 or Toll-Free at (888) 324-3191. 


| A a r Don't be surprised If you hear children or pets a ~~ " > fase: 
b ae in the background when you contact us by _ are ‘| 
mm J * oh 


; oa hy s 
= : s J Mm from home. Also, please understand that we ~*~ | \\ \ : ). 
% . 1 la will be processing a high volume of requests. - -a Wnt : 
~ y Da We thank you for your patience. | \ 
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Greenfield 
Savings Bank 


Member FDIC/Member DIF - Equal Housing Lender Ea 


phone, as many of our employees are working wd 









(413) 774-3191 - (413) 584-4441 
greenfieldsavings.com 
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GSB Loan Relief Programs go to greenfieldsavings.com. 





